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rh He: wad-cap Zealots uf this b;- 
Jy Lot, Age, intending to mount 
: Heaven, Elias-like, in Zeals ? 
fiery Chariot, to, like fooljſh 8 
tins  Phaeron, at only fall the 
ſelves from their flaming ſeat, but IJ their 
furiqas over-driving, inzrelop the world in un- 
quenchable combaſtuons ; and when they have 
thas ſet the white Guile on a blaze 
term a new light: 1Þs remarkable in Scrip- 
ture, tha Je ehy, who trove furiouſly, and 
+a #p Jehottadab ts ſte what zeal he had 
A 2 for 


The Stoicks Addreſs 


for the houſe of God, was even at that inſtant, 


doing it more wrong then ever was done to it 
by unconcerned one who flantingly cared 


for none of theſe thinps. *And that none of 


all tbe Apoſtolick Conclave, deſired ever fare 
mi ght rain from above npon miſ-believers ; 
except the Sons of Lebedee, who immedi- 
ately thereafter, arrived at that pitch of va- 
nity, as to deſire to fit in Heaven pon Chriſts 
right and left hand. And that Peter, who 
was the firſt who did draw a Sword in his 
Maſters quarrel, was likewayes the firſt who 
denyed him. Fiery Zeal blotgs ſoon up ſuch 
combaſiible matter as the Sons of Lebedee ; 
and that. flaſh being ſpent and .evaporat, a fall 
follows, as befell Peter. As that body is 
hardly curable, which entertains ſuch ill-(Wi- 
ted neighbours as a cold Stumach and a hot 
Liver ; So, the body of .the. viſible Church 


v. 24ybe now concluded to be ina very diſtem- 


paced condition, when it's Charity waxeth 
cold$.:nd its Zeal bot, beyond what is due to 
either ; and theſe feveriſh fits of unnatural 
Zeal, wherewith the Church js troubled in 
3t's old and cold age, betokens toomuch that 

i} draws near it's laſt perqod. To IR 
The inconſiderableneſs likewayes of our 
flifferen ces, and inconſtderatueſs ren 
i they 
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* to the Phanaticks: 


they are perſued, induces me to believe, that 
the Zeal now a-la-mode, 3s not that holy 
Fire which is kindled by a coal from the 
Altar, bat is that ignis fatuus, or wild-fire, 
which is but. a Meteor piec d up of malignant 
V apours, and is obſerved tofrequent Church- 
yards ofter then other places. 

I am none of thoſe who gr nag no 
temples , beſides theſe of their own heads. 
And I am of opinion, that ſuch as think that 
they have a Church within their own breaſts, 


ſhould likewayes believe, that their heads are 


ſteeples, and ſo ſhould provide them with bells. 
1 believe that there is a C harch-militant, 
which, like the Ark muſt lodge in its bowels 
all ſuch as are tobe ſaved from the flood of 
condemnation : bat, to chalk out its bordering 
lines, is beyond the Geography of my Religion. 
He was infallible who compared Gods Spirit 
ro the wind which bloweth where ic, 
liſtech ; we hear .the ſound of it\, bug, 
know not whence it comes, or whep! } 
it goeth. And the name graven fun the 
white-ſtone, none knows but he who hath it. 
Eli concluded Hannah to be drunk, when 
ſe was puuring -out her ſoul before her 
Maker : and Elias believed,that the Church, 
in his dayes, was .ftinted to his own perſon ; 
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and yetGod told him, that there were ſeven 
thouſand in Iſrael who had not bowed their 
knees to Baal : why then ſhould any pri- 
vate Chriſtian determine , magiſterially , 
that, wherein the greateſt of Prophets er- 
red ? A | 
The reed wherewith the Temple was to be 
meaſured, Rev. 11. 2. was only entraſt- 
ed to an Angel; and yet he had not in com- 
211/ſion to meaſure the Coure that was 
without, becauſe it was given tothe Gen- 
tHes. And albeit, Rev. 7. the number of 
the Jews who were ſaved is determined ; yet, 
the number of Gentiles is left indefinit, and 
ſaid tobe nunberleſs.” | 
There is nothing more ordinary, then for 
each Nation to confine the Church within 
themſelves. © And in that N ation again, one 
corner will have themſelves the Santum 
cSanRorumi of that only Temple ; albeit our - 
Savietr in his Goſpel aſſures us, that men 
' (Pome from all corners of the world, and 
fit dowi)-with Abraham, Tfaac- & Jacob. 4nd 
Jobn in his Revelation tells us, that mul- 
titudes of 'all 'N 11 ons, Kindreds and Fa- 
+  milies, were ſ-n f«ll;wing the Lamb. #pon 
this (ame block do theſe likewayes ſtumble, 
who put the bolt «f \thnir uncharitableneſs 
; pon 
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to the Phanaticks. 


po the gates of Heaven, to debar whole 
Profe ſſtons, ſuch as Lawyers and Phyſeti- 
ans, from entring in thereat ; nitwithſtan- 
ding that the above' cited place tells js, that 
there were only twelve thouſand of the tribe 
of Levi the Prieſt choſen, and 'the like 
number was prickt in the tribe of Judah, 
the Law-giver : Aaron the Prieſt did 
monld the golden Calf, and not Moſes the 
Tndge ; and Korah and Dathan were Le- 
vites, and yet mntined agamſt their. Ma- 
giſtrates. the phil | 

1 ſay not this to diſparage that holy Funiti- 
on: For none ſhall wiſh Aarons 70d to flouriſh 


more then my ſelf ; and ordinarily, theſe 
who love not tv tonch the Lords anavinted, 
will likewayes be ſure, todo His Prophets ng 
harm ; Fut, I ſay it to take off an aſperſion 
which hath ſtain'd too long, and tos injuſtly, 
thoſe of my own profeſſion, Is not the Charch 

our common Mother ? albeit, I confeſs, fo , 


is likewayes their Nurſe, in a mire paghica- 
lar way; and ſince there is Heavenly Mannah 


enough to aliment us all,why ſhould Chriſtians 
deny to admit their Lrethren to an equal par- 
toge ? | 


1t prieves me ſore to ſee my Mother the 
Charch tertur'd like Rebecca, by carrying 


A 4 ſtrugling 


= >” Coo 8 o— + 
—— — 


”* A * 
. 


+ x at 4 
DS — 2x2 —— 


es =o 7 = AO AO MC oe RR AR me 
— 
—— 


= "£x< 200. 


—_ 


— 


— 


- 


EE eee I ES 


” _—_— 


OY 


hr ol ” — © 
LSE == ENTAILS FIEFT 
-—- TS oor Eo 2 — = 


I 


W944 


| 


i 
The 
«38, 
#| 
$14 
if 
' 4348 
5 bo 
& 
' 3 


* 
2”  R— 


The Stoicks Addreſs 


ſtrugling: twins in- her pained bowels: And 


ſeeing all Chriſtians are but pilgrims here, 
I admire that theſe pilgrims ſhould leave off 
to journey, and ſtand chirmiſhing and fight- 
ing with all ſuch as will not travel their road, 
And all eit we acknowledge, that the Spirit 
of God takes paines, and is ſufficient for lead- 
ing all men in the way wherein they ſhould 
walk ;- jet, we muſt compell them, as if either 
He needed onr help, or we reſolved to ſhare 
with him the glory of their converſion. Thus 
God (who loves us all infinitly better then any 
one of ns doth another) leaves ns, upon our 
own hazard, a freedom in our choice, albeit 
we poor iſcreants compell one another, deny- 
g to Oar  fellow-creatures that freedom 
which he allowes all the Creation. I wiſh we 
world conſider how each man eats, drinks, 
eares for his family, and performes all com- 


mon duties, rational enough without any com- 
. pulſion; and yet, in the affairs of Religion, 
wy 


werein doubtleſs man is led by a far more 
infalible aſſiſtance, there are many ſlips 
committed, daily and groſſly , notwithſan- 
ding of all the pains taken, and force uſed 
by one man towards another. Thws it fairs 
with us as with Patients, whom when the 
Phyſitian ſtints to a narrow dytt , a ©. 
| oatn 


"to the Phanaticks. 
ldath even that food , which their anrej- 
* ned appetite would never have rejefted. 
8 And this makes me apt to believe, that if 
Laws and Law-givers did not make Here- 
WM ticks vain, by taking too much notice of 
| their extravagancies, the world ſhould be 
20 more troubled with theſe, then they are 
with the Chim:ras of Alchymiſts and Phi- 
loſophers. And it fairs with them as 
with Tops, which, how long they are ſcour- 
ged, keep foot and run pleaſantly , but fall 
how ſoon they are negleFted and left to them- 
ſelves. 

Iz order to which, it was wittily obſer- 
ved by our great King James the Sixth, 
that the Puritans of his age ſtrove with 
him, and yet ceded at firſt, in a difference 
between them and the $ 0e-makers f Edin- 
burgh : For, not only pleaſes it their h#- 
mour to contend where they gain honour 
and can loſs none, but likewayes, by conte- 
ſting with Monarchs, they magnifie to the, 
people their pions courage, aſſuring tW- 

world, that ſuch attempts require a parti- 
cular aſſifance from Heaven; and when 
their jang'ing hath extorted ſome conceſ- 
frons from the Mnciſirate, ( as ordina- 
rily it doth ) then they preſs that ſucceſes 


AS 


The Stoicks Addreſs 
45 an infallible mark of the. Jure-divi- 
noſhip of* their- quarrel, Albeit , I con- 
feſs, that when theſe, not. only recede from 
the canoniz;'d Creed of the Church, bat 
 likewayes incroach uponthe Laws of the State, 
then, as of all others, they are the moſt dan- 
gerous ; $0, of all others, they (ſhould be moſt 
ſeverely puniſhed. BILLED 
Opinion, kept within its proper bounds, 
is a pure att of the minde: and: fo it 
woield - appear , that to puniſh the body: for 
that which is a guilt of the ſoul, is as 
unjuſt as to puniſh one relation for" ano-. 
ther. And this blood-thirſty zeal, which 
hath reigned in our age, ſuppoſes our moſt 
7 rcifall God to be of the ſame temper 
with theſe pagan Deities , who deſired to 
have th:ir Atars gored with blood ; and 
Leing- devils themſelves , delighted in the 
deſtruftion of men: whereas the Almighty, 
G who-delights not in the death of a ſinner; 
& but rather that he ſhould repent and live, 
"Whack left no warrant #pon holy Record, for 
perſecuting ſuch as diſſent from us ; but 
even then when He commands that the 
Prophets , who tempts other to idolatry, 
ſrould be ſlain ; yet, ſpraks He nothing of 
puniſhing theſe. who were ſeduced by ws 
A 


to the Phanaticks. 


9nd why ſhould wc ſhew ſo much violence in © * 


eſe things whereof we can fhew- no certain 
idence ? as ordinarily we cannot in circum- 
ndamental debates. Are we not ready to con- 

lemn today, as Phanatich , what yeſterday 


45 judged Jare-divino ? And do not even 


biſe who perſecuted others for their opinions, 
dmire why they ſhould be , upon that ſcore, 
erſecuted themſelves ? So that ( wiftory 
epending npon event ) we legitimate the 
erſecutions , to be uſed Ly others , againſt 
ur ſelves, by the perſecutions uſed by our 
elves, againſt others. Our Saviour for- 
ids #4 te pluck up the tares, leſt the wheat be 
ulled up with it ; and how can the msſt pious 
erſecutors know, that the Saints are not de- 
Froyed with the Sinners ? | 

Tt is remarkable, that our Savieur diſar- 
med zealous Peter, even when he was ſer- 


ving Him in perſon, in His greateſt flraits, 


and againſt the profligat ef His enemies, the 


ews : and that to prevent the  irre- 


2. 


oul;r zeal even of the firſ# and beſt of ® 


Chriſtians, the bleſſed Apoſtles , their di- 
ine Maſter thought it fit to arme them not 
vith ſwords, bat with ſcrips , and to root 
ut of their hearts all thoughts of wiolence, 
4d oft inculcate. in them , that His' King- 

dr 
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The Stoicks Addreſs 
dom was not of this world ; convincing then 
by an excellent argum?nt , that He had_ my 
need of armes or armyes ; for elſe He coll 
have commanded thouſands of Angel, 
Did ever God Command the Jewes to wa 
againſt any neighbouring nation becauſe thei 
were Pagans ( a quarrel which woull 
have laſted till all the world had been con 
guzred ) Or, did our Saviour leave in legs 
cie to his ſervants,that they ſhowld forc? other 
to turn proſelytes , which doubtleſſe he hat 
done, if he had reſolu:d to allow ſuch a rud: 
mean of conv:rſion ? All which makes ns: 
admire , why in our late. troubles , men re- 
ally pious, and naturally ſober , could hav: 
been ſo tranſported, as to deſtroy whom they 
could not convince, and to perſwade theft 
who were convinced,that Religion obliged them 
to deſtroy others. ki 
My heart bleeds when I conſider how [caf- 
folds were dyed with Chriſtian blood, and th: 
fields covered with the Carkaſſes of murthe- 
"ered Chriſtians ; and its probable 3 that 
there were mire damned by unprepared 
deaths, inthe fields, then were ſaved by pec- 
ping Sermons in incendiary Churches ; and 
in this, I admire the clem:ncy of our Roy- 
al Maſter , win, albeit His canſe was mo 
jn 


- to the Phanaticks. 
rf then theirs, albeit He might have con- 
inced them by obiruding to them their own 
rattiſes : yet, hath rather choſen to com- 
and with Hts Scepter then His Sword. 
W «t, if the glory of Ged were the mark at 
phich theſe do lewell , why beſtow they not 
heir zeal, rather in converting ſuch as 
ſcarce hnow or acknowledge that there. #s a 
od ? And why are they mire enraged againſt 
theſe who agree with them in moſt things , 
then theſe who diſſent from them in all ? 
T ake not Chriſtians more pains to refute one 
"Wancther, then to convince Gentiles ? And 
ſtand nit ſome Epiſcopiſts and | Presbyterians 
at greater diſtance, then either do with Turks 


and Pagans ? And to evidence;that rather 
humour then piety-occafions onr differences, 
we may eaſily grrevivrs that the meaner the 


ſubje& us, the heat 15 alwaies the greater. 

= 1f Ihadeverknown ſo much as one whoſe 
faith had been the Trophy of a debate, 1 ſhomld 

allow of debates in matters of Religion : but , I 
ſeeing men cannot be convinced by miraclesP 
it wie ridiculous topreſſe converſion by ar- 
guments. All the Divines in Europe . could 
not preſſethe beſt fojended of their centrover- 
ted and polemick.truths, with ſo much ſcrip- 
tare, or ſo many miracles as our bleſſed S4- 
VIOWT 


The YS+5:cks Addreſs 


vieuy did His own divinity ( which « thi 
foundation of all truths )) Ani yet oo , 
and almoſt all the world beſides, ſlrighted this 

infallible Doftrine; Ant te- evidence thai 
there 1s a ſeaſon of grace, independent fron 
arguments , did not many thouſands tar 
proſelytes at Peters ſermon ?. whom all our, 

Savionrs homilies and miracles could not per 

ſwade. If one ſhould ſay, that the teſtimony 

of a few fiſher-men ſhenld not be believed in 4 

matter of [6 great conſequence, as ts the ſal. 

 wationof the whole world, eſpecially whey 

they did depone as witneſſes, in a matter 

wherein both their honour and livelyhood was 

concerned, might not this ſtagger Flood mean 

Chriſtians ? And yet I believe theſe truths 

fo much the'more, becauſe ſuch as theſe were 

tte firſt aſſerters ; for, certainly it ' 3 one of 

the greateſt of miracles, that ſo few, and (i 

illiterate perſons were able to convince the 

C whole world. Thus we ſee, that one may ac- 

» comnt that a miracle which another locks Ap- 
On as 4 fully; and yet, none but Gods Spirit| 

can decide the controverſfie. Mattees of Re- 

ligion and Faith , reſembling- ſome curiom 
Piftares , and Optick, Priſmes , which ſeems} 

fo change ſhapes and colours, according to the 

ſeveral ſtances from which the aſpjcient views 

"them. P. EEE. 
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to the Phanaticks. 
=  Theballance of our judgments hath catch- 
Med ſuch 4 bruiſe by Adams fall, that ſcarce 
can we by them know the weight of any argu- 
ent. But, which # worſe, there ts as'great 
= 2 defett in our partial weighing , as inthe 
il [cales themſelves : For, when we take either 
IF the pro or con of any controverſie into our 
Patronage, we throw alwayes in arguments 
into that ſcale , wherein our own opinion lyes, 
withont ever taking leiſure 10 conclude what 
may be alledged for the antipode proportion : 
and then, when we receive an anſwer, our in- 
vention #. buſied, not in pondering how munch. 
convittion it hath in it, but by what ſlight it 
may be anſwered ; and thus either paſſion , 
intereſt or frequent meditation, are ſtill the 
weights which caſt the ballance. \ 
Th fiery zeal hath likewayes made an 9- 
ther pimple flaſh out in the face of the pha- 
natick  Charch, and that n, a conceit that 
the Saints have the only right to all Gods 
creaturesg, the wicked being only uſurpers and 
not maſters of them: But, I have heard th#. 
opinion (ſo beaſtly i it ) confated by Bala- 
am's Aſſe, who con'd tel it s Maſtery Am 
not I thine own Aﬀ/e? When Aaron and 
the people did covenant without Moſes, then 
every man did bring his ear-rings to make 


up 


&\ 


| "ian hon'd be tolerated by his fellow- [ubjefts, i 


_ ewes ; one ts like the figſt Table, to perſwade 


The Stoicks Addreſs 
up the golden calf. And we have lived in | 
an age, wherein we have ſeen our Countrey- | 
men , like th: Chaldeans, take the furni- i 
tnre both of the Tempel and of the Kings |; 
Houſe, and carry them away to their Baby- |} 
lon of confuſions ; and in an age wherein \ 
ſober men were forced to lend monies, to buy | 
for thesr own armes the heavy ſhackles of ſla- | 
ht. | 
Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum. | 


Religion doubtleſſe aims 4 two great de- 


us to adore God A:mighty. Another ts to per- 
ſwade us, like to the ſecond Table, to love | 
onr neighbour, and to be a mean to ſettle all | 
theſe jealouſies , and compeſce all theſe ani- 
moſtties which intereſt might occaſion : and | 
this appears by the D1xology jubilyed by the | 
Angels at our Savieur birth, Glory to} 
God, and peace and good-will- towards | 
men. . 43d therefore, as every priqggte Chri- © 


to woriip God inwardly according to his con- | 
ſcience.; So all ſhoald conſpirein that ex- % 
teriour uniformity of worſhip , which the || 
Laws of his Countrey inJvin. The firſt re- | 
mark which God made of us after the.Crea- 
tion, 


to the Phanaticks. 


tion, was , that it was not fit for man to 
be alone ; there was ohly on? Ark amongſt 
the Jews, by Gods own appointment. And ſee- 
ing the Goſpel terms the GBrch C briſt*s 
Spouſe, it were abſurd to think that He 
will divorce from her upon every error Or 
eſcape ; eſpecially, ſeting His bleſſed month 
bath told us, that ander the Goſpel it 5 
not lanfdl oo divorce upon all occaſrons ; and 
if He will not for theſe deny her to\be Hts 
| Spouſe, much leſſe ſhould we deny her to be 
our Mother. May not one, who ## convinced 
in his judgmont , "0 Monarchy z the beſt 
of Gov:rnm-nts, live happily in Venice or 
Holland? And that Travailer were abſtrd, 
who would rather ſquable with theſe amongſt 
whom he ſojourns, then obſerve theſe rites 
and ſolemnities which are required by the 
Laws of ohe places where he liv:s ? What 
once ſtatated by a Law, we all conſent 
to, in chooſing c 072i ſſiontrs t0 repreſent * ; 
us in theſe Parliaments where the Laws gre 
made ; and ſo if they ordain us to be deci- 
mated , or to leave th! Nation if we Con= 
form not , we cannot It ay, when that Law 
% put to exccu:ion, that we are oppreſt ; 
no .omre then we conld complain, if one 
did remyo? us legally from theſe Lands 
B which 


The Stoicks Addreſs 
which he purchaſed from our Truſtce,vhonz 
we had impowred to ſell it. 

' As David ſaid 40 Saul, 1 Sam. 26. 20. 
thy ment the, King out.to catch a flea ? Sq 
may 1 ſayto our great Divines , Why con- 
wavert they about ſhadows ? Is it fit that 
Chriſtians , who, find it too great a tack to 
govern their private ſouls, ſhould be ſo much 
concerned how the Charch ts governed by 0- 
theirs ? Wherefore , ſteing many have been 
ſaved who were moſh inexpert in theſe que» 
ftions , andthat fooliſh zeal, paſſion, and 
too much curioſitie therein, hath damncd 
many, I may conclude, that to pryto intheſe, 
z5 neither neceſſary, becauſe of the firſt, nor 
expedient, becauſe of the laſt. 

Since diſcretion opened my eyes, I have 
alwayesjudg'd it neceſſary for a Chriſtian, to 
look oftner to hz Pratice of Piety, th:n 
to his Confeſſion of Faith 5 and to fear 

\ amrethe crock:dneſſe of his will, then the 
» Ulindneſſe of his judgment ; delighting mare 
to hulk _on from grace to grace, working ont 
the work of his own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling , then to ſtand flill with the 
Galileans. curiouſly gazing up to heaven. 
True Religion aud aundefiled is to viſit 

the widow and the fatherleſſe ; and the dit- 

S> | | tay 


to the Phanaticks. 

tay drawn up againſt the damned ſpirits ſhalt 
be, That when our Saviours poor ones were 
hungry, they did not feed them ; when they 
were naked, they ditl uot cloath themwithout 
mentioning any thing of their unbelief in 
matters of Controverſie or Government. And 
therefore T hope, that theſe to whom I addreſs 
my ſclf in this Diſcourſe , will rather believe 
zee to be their friend, becanſe of their piety z 
then their enemy, becavſe of their errors. 
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"N CHnadp: 1. 
F Of Atheiſm. 


Lbeir Man be bot a ſtatue of 
duſt kneaded with tears,moyed 
by the hid engines of his feſt» 

"> lefs paſſions, a clod of earth, 

which the ſhorteſt feaver cati. burr no, * 

aſhes,and rhe leaſt ſhower of rhnmeggraſh 

away to nothing ; Yet makes he ag much 
noiſe inthe world, as :f both the Globes 

(thoſe glorious Twins) had been un- 

wombed from that formleſs Chaos, by 

the midwifry of his wit; he” ſpeakes 

B 3 thunder, 
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pbxeathesſtgrms, 
4; Þy the eloquence.of” his awn-vagity, 
perſwades himſelf that his commands are 
ableto unhingethe Poles. From which W 
boundleſs pride, I confidently Copel M 
_ , ” oA* Io # | þ 
Fayfahguryl inſtin&t,or as.the Ko | 
erme "4e; #f0s7 Jo, had not irreſiſtibly 
bowed his faith rg aſtgar ro a Deity, he 
had neyer, neicher upon deſign nor in 
complFJhce ro cijltog (as Atherſs al- 
ledgeFfiffer'd to Treep into: his Creed, 
thar there was one greater then himſelf, 
who could rein his affe&ions, and bound 


(throw up their eyes to heaven, as If they 
ST | ſenc 


bd 


HF ſent their looks in ambaſlage to beg afſift- 
Bance from thence;and cryGod ſave meas if 
"FMebeſe beaſtly ſouls, when atraqued unex- 
Wpectedly,knew whence their healch were 
Wro be expected:Like to other lick brures, 
whowhen aſſaulted by lickneſs,are,by the 
hand of that ſame ſorge & inſtMR,led to: 
ſome herb or lower,which is an Aporhe- 
cary ſhop appointed by nature for them. 

Neither think I theſe argametits which 
are twiſted rogether of three propoliti- 
ons ſo ſtrong as theſe Tnftinits are; 
where trith, like the Sun, ſeems to darc 
home its light in one unperceivable act, 
2 whereas ih theſe, pur-blind nature may 


2 be miſtaken, not only judging - of the 
2 truth of either of the three parts, but 


f likewiſe of their connexion and ' alli- 


X ance. I know thatthat miſcreantr, who 
XX began his Hell upon Earth, by be- 
39 ins burnt at Tholowſe for theorick A- 
X theiſme,did upon his firſt approach co the 
7 Fire, cry, O God: Whereupon, being txt 
7 by the affilting Jeſuit, anſwered ,; that 
47 cheſe and ſuch like expreſſions were the 
Y offsprings of cuſtom - But poor' ſont he 
FF inighr have confidered,rhar ſeeing he had 


crept from his cradle into that error, and 
SR had 


Or $ toick: ; 
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The Virtwofo , 

had run his glaſs to. its laſt ſand, in pro- ® 
pagating that helliſh conceit: That there- ' 
fore this expreſſion was rather a confeſſion 
then an eſcape, rather a produ@ of a 
rational ſoul, then of depraved cuſtom ; ; 
for as it was in itſelf a divine truth, ſo ir \ 
wasin him contrary to a ſerled habir. g 

There is another Caball of Atheiſts, | 
who think that this Beleef was at firſt buc 
the .quaine-Leger-de-main of ſome ftrong- | 
Iy-pated Stateſ-man ; who to over-awe | 
the capriciouſneſs of a giddy multitude, |} 


did forge this opinion of a rewarder of |} 
all humane a&ions: And to enforce *® 
this, de inſtance Numa Pompilins , and 


Aſahomet, whoſe palpable cheats grew 
up in their ſucceſſors into religions ; and 

© whoſe inventions. werereceived with as 
much bigotry, by the wiſeit of men, as 
is that deiry which is now the obje& of 
our adorations. Wherefore (ſay they ) 

« deeing the rational ſoul liath failed fo 
ofs; and ſo abſurdly in its diſcoveries, 
how, or why ſhould we ſubmir our 
ſelves {laviſhly to its determinations ? 
For that which. doth at ſome rimes erre, 
can never at any time be concluded in- 
fallible. 


To 


6 
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Or Stoick, 5 


To theſe I anſwer, that albeit, as to 
the particular way of worſhip, the world 


Fis oft-times.deluded : And albeit, even as 


ro their apprehenſions of ciis incompre- 


Thenfible Efſence,multicudes be ſomerimes 


miſled ; Yer, theſe ſtaggering Fancies fix 


| this great truth, that there is a Superans 


who muſt be adored : For if this innate In- 


JT tin did nor coopere with theſe impo- 
MJ tures, in gaining an aſſent rorheir fiftiti- 
| ous Religious and Htierarchies,!t were 1m- 


poſſible for any humane authority to elta- 


bliſh Principles ſo remore from reaſon, & 


to ſubjugare by theſe even the mildeſt 


4 rempers. But Itake the root trom which 
4 theſe errors do ſpring,to be, that the twi- 
lighr of darkned reaſon glim{ing ro man 


that izzpreſſa of the divine Image, which 
though much decayed,yec reſts ſtill upon 
his ſoul ; and nor being able, becauſe of 
the faintneſs of his light, and the decay 
of thar divine Impreſſa , to diſcern ex- " 


2 atly whar that Deity is, with whale 
X 1mage ir is (1gneted , believes 1mplicite- 


© ly with a profound. reſpet, any who 
2% Þath che confidence to obtrude any 


xnowledge of it upon them : Concluding 
in the conclave of their own thoughts, 
that 


6 
that none durſt contemn ſo far that iF 
omnipotent Thunder-darter, as to vend 3 
their own fancies for ſacred *Oracles. | 
And albeit theſe hood-winked Nations |} 
did erect a 'rar0zor in their own hearts 4 
wherein all theſe Vice-gods were wor- | 
ſhiped ; Yet were all theſe but repre- | 
ſentations of the true God; for His | 


The Virtmoſo, 


Omnipotency and Power was adored 
it their Mars; His omniſcience in their 
Apollo, &c. And it is very probable 
that the Heathens admired ſo each at- 
rribure of God Almighty , that they 


tought each deſerved diſtin Alrars ; | 
ſo that their errors had their riſe from | 


rarher too much then too little re- 


ſpea;and rhar as the fame Ocean receives 
feveral names from the ſeveral ſhoars ir 
waſhes, ſo, according to the ſeveral 


operations of the moſt High, did theſe 


deluded Pagans eſtabliſh ſeveral Dei- | 
&s. Bur thar all rheſe did ulttmate- 
Iy rerminate in one, is clear from the In- | 


ties. 


ſcription of that Athenian Alrar To the 


anknwwn God ; from the deſignation of | 
EvpBopot z from their common feaſts | 


or 9toZevia : from the adjunct of Del- 
phicas given tO eApollo,, which 1n Greek 


ſ1pnifies 


AC. wc. rnd. Boa - OA. hls tron. 
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Or Stoick. 7 


( ſignifies wnms; as Jacrobinus ob- 
F ſerves, from their Altars ere&ted, Diiſ- 
7 qne Deabuſquo omnibus, and fromthe ge- 
7 neral invocation. of all rhe Deirtes j5ynr- 


ly ſubjoyned to all cheir parcicular ſacri- 
fices. So that the grear and all- compre- 
hending 1d:a , wherein he is repreſented 
as it one big mirrour to us, was by them. }. 


| broke. in pieces, and in each of theſe pie- 


cestaken alone did they ſee a Deity, 
though much abridged;Whereas all cheſe 
pieces, when ſer together, did repreſent 
but one , and each piece did then ſhew 
buta part. Bur to evidence that our be- 
lief of a Deity is not a State and traditio» 
nal impoſture, I wouldwillingly know if 


| ever the s$kilfulleſt of. Sachans emifla- 


ries was able to induce the world to be- 
lieve that there was no God ; which 
(doubtleſs) mighr have at ſome occalions 
contributed much to ſome mens Politick 
deligns, and which that rebell would 
have attempted, if either God had nor 
reſtrained him, or himſelf had nor known 
it impreſtable. And ' it is moſt remark- 


J able, that the firſt promoters of that 


divine Do&qtrine were perſons , who , 

F PP 
Lot by rrecepr and practice , decryed 
Ambition 


8 The Virtwoſo , 
Ambition and declined State imploy- | 
ments; and ſoit were abſurd to think . 
that they invented theſe in ſubordinati- | 
on to State Projects. 
There is alſo. much force in that Ar- 
gument, wherein from the nature of pro- | 
pheſying, is concluded the. being of a 
God: fo to foreſee, is doubtleſs a way 
of ſeeing, far aboye the reach of humane 
nature ; man not-being able to conclude 
bur that, Whar is poſſible upon both 
parts, may come to paſs upon either of 
Its parts. And hence it was, that the 
Heathens themſelves termed tais pre- 
diction divination, asif it could not be * 
but divine. As alſo, if there were not 
a God, bur thar this were a fition, it 
would follow, that errour and deluſion 
(ſuch as thisex hypotheſs) were able, and 
; actually did, of all others things, frame a 
, man's ſoul moſt tovirtue: and that the 
« + beſt of men (ſuch as the adorers of a 
Nzity ) were both the greateſt cheats 
and block-heads. All which, are abſur- 
dities to be hiſs'd at by all who are ma- 


ſters of the meaneſt portion of humane 
reaſon. | 
There 


ih 
' 


as MY ca ww Gu = 


Or ' Stoick., S 
There lurketh much curious contem- 
Wplacion in pouderings how that albeit the 
parents of all heatheniſh Religions, have, 
WMbeen incomparably the chiefeſt witts in 
W their times ; for elſe they could nor have 
W& imprefſ'd the ſpirits of their diſciples 
with ſuch abſtrat principles: Yer all 
their Models, ſeem repugnant to com- 
mon reaſon: and they have choiſ'd to 
reach principles which ſeem ridiculous. 

Thus the Fitions related by the Po- 
| ets of their Gods, the Rites uſed by the 
Romans , and the Fopperies of the Alco- 
ran, .are abſurdities unworthy of a rati- 
ZW onal belief, if man were not acted by 
an-innate principle, to place'the myſte- 
ries of Religion above his reaſon. 

By which we ſee, that the imputation 
caſt upon the Scriptures of their contra- 
riety toreaſon, chocks likewayes the 
J principles of all Nations : and certainly, - 

if there were nothing revealed to us @n 
Religion, but what the ſhort line of our 
g reaſon might fadom, the omnipotency of 
' I God, and the weakneſs of our own rea- 
" & fon, ſhould remain ſtill unknown; and 
ſzeing our reaſonis only ſuitable ro our 
nature, certainly if that infinlte efſence 
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and it's myſteries might be compreliten- 
ded by tharſamereafon, which meaſureth 


ehings finirey we might conclude God'to 


be finire likewayes;; and is 1tnot impu- 5 


dence inus whoknow notthe ebbing and þ 


flowing oftheſeaz nor the reafon why 
the Adamant draweth the-iro0n, to repine 
becauſe we cannot 'comprebend' the ef(- 
ſence of God Almigslity ? 'andehen vait- 
Iy co conclude,” that becaufe -we cannor 
graſp within rhe ſhorrarmes'of our un- 


ccritandins , the vaſt bulk of the Detty, 


that there ;s.no Deiry ? A conclufion” as 
abſurd, as if. one ſhould ſay, that when 
the nimble. wings of an” arrow tranſport 
it above ourfghrt yz ir did leave off to be, 
vienit left off rs. be: perceived. And T 
am of opinion,' thar my ſterio:ſneſs ſuirs 
rarely welt with divine: Truths, che fi- 
neſt rhinos uſing alwayes tobe belt wrapt 
up: thus if we -littento our hid inclina- 
tons, we will find a pleatins veneration 
in reerved. filetice; and' our curioſity 
will ſwiftly follow, wharby' it's retirted- 


ref fleeth fromus : filear groves 'whoſe 
buſh-rop trees'lay. rheir teas rogerner , | 


as in a con{piracy to reliit the Sun's en- 
ry, and Powderits light with. Sables 5 
Creats 


* Or Stock, 


create'a Veneration in us, And as the 
Heacthens Cid chooſe groves, So did the 
@ primitive Chriſtians light cheir Devori- 
Sons with torches and candles, intimating 
& chereby that umbrag'd lilence was an ex- 
cellent Shrine for ſincere devotions ; and 
in this ſenſe, it may be;the Word of God 
is ſaidto be a Lantern to our ſteps,andthe 
ſeven Churches are compared to ſeven 
Candleſticks. Did not our Saviour teach 
His diſciples in parables? and was not 
the Ark vailed from the eyes of the peo- 
ple? thePagans diſpenſed their divinity 
1n Hieroglyphicks; and amongſt humane 
Writers, the mott myſterious carry ſtill 
the Lawrels : And why ſhould we vainly 
wiſh to comprehend the nature of the 
Deity, ſeeing oſe's, Gods intimate, and 
minion, could nothaye that allowance > 
And God himſelf, when for our. necel.-. 
fary inſtrution He would diſcover ſome. 
ching of Himſelf to us, is forced per *a- 
 Oporoaatuer, (as Divines ſpeak ) ro dil- 
cover Himſelf in a ftile borrowed. from 
W humane frailty ,, and to. expreſs His: in- 
ny affeRions by our diſordered ' paſ- 
4YONS, 
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I believe, that Socrates, nature's-grea+ 
teſt diſciple, and the Deity's protomatyr , } 
was a proſelyte of the ſame faith, which 
we profeſs, and had his large ſoul .illu- 
minated by that Sun of righteouſneſs , | 
whoſe refulgent rayesare now the bright } 
torches ofthe Chriitian Church. Neither 
is my belief in this ſtaggered by the (i-} 
lence of his co-remporary Writers, as to | 
chis partitular : ſeeing theſe, nor beins of 
the ſame perſwaiion with him, bur being 
convinced of his moral worth , did de- 
{cribe his opinions ſuitably to their own 
apprehenſion, Thus did theſe pagan Hi- i 
ſtorians admire the great Saviour of man- | 
kind , only for His moral accompliſh- | 
ments,without reachiug theſe divine prin- | 
ciples, by which He was acted, The Sto- 

 icks likewaies were in all  probality, a 
tribe of Jobs Bapriſt's, and God having } 
reſolved to purge the Univerſe of irs ori- | 

2 ginal unrighteouſneſs by that bleſſed | 

{anna whicii came down from heaven to | 
Sive life to the world, did by their doc- 
trineof abſtemiouſneſs; as by a ſpare dy- 
et, prepare its body for receivins | 

_ that divine Doſe. And certainly , ifmen | 
had disbanded that execrable tro1p of 

lnſts; 


" Or 'Stoidk; t3 
-*-4s, againſt which theſe preached, and 
S had liftned (as the Stoirks Book of Dif- 
\ $ cipline injoyned) ro their own -prtvate 
: 2} conſciences, and had by retirednels ab- 
I ftracted-chemſelves -from the reach of 
& temprations, it ha4facilitared much their 
| converſion: for ifthe young Lawyer,who 
came to conſult Chriſt how ro draw- up 
his:Securitie of Hewven; and of his por- 
tion there, had belieyed their Oracle 
which decry'd riches as the -unnerceſlary 
| baggage of man's"life;' atid - the 'mudd 
which clog'd-the: wings 6f theſouls'con- 
templation; and keprit from ſoaring irs 
nataral'/pitch, he had never refuſed: our 
Saviour's yoke, becanſe he was comnman- 
ded, toſellall and to give it tothe poor. 
Thus likewayes if the' rich glutton had 
dyeted himſelf according to the ſcans 
preſcript of theirallowance , his ſchor- 
ched rongue hadnot ſtood in need*of a 
drop: of water to allay it's thirſt,- Nei- 
ther had Nicodew needed to have mAn- 
tled himſelt in the darkneſs of the night, 
when he came to our Saviour,out of- fear 
| Kft he ſhould have been' diſcovered;ſee- 
ing their dorine might have taught him, 
that fear was a paſſion unworthy to' be 
Os lodged 
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lodged.in the ſoul of man: And that there | 
is nothing here , which a man either 
ſhould, or needeth to fear. | A 
But. albeit neither in/tin{ nor faith, 4 
wereable to convince us-infallibly ofthis 
truth; Yet is it both more ſatisfying, and 8 
more ſafe toembrace this opinion, then | 
its contrary, More ſatisfying , becauſe } 
mans {#nmmun bozum here, being-lodged | 
in the tranquillity -of his ſpirit 3 Thar 
which-can beſt plainand ſmooth the rug- 
ged ancuneyen face of his frequent and 
inevitable misfortunes, muſt be doubtleſs 
the moſt careſſable of opinions : where- i 
fore, ſeeing nothing. can ftrengthen ſo | 
much mans frailty; nothing check ſo ſoon | 
his diſpair,nothing teed ſomuch his hope, 
nor amitate ſo much his courage; as to 
believe that there 1s a God, who beareth 
the heavieſt end of all our crofles upon 
the ſhoulders of His love ; who is able 
to turn, or arreſt the giddy wheel of for- 
tur2 by the ſtrong hand of His Omnipo- 
tency ; and who twiſterh Lawrels of ini- 
maginable joyes for: the heads of theſe 
who fight nnder. his banners. If a man 
leaned. not his weary ſoul upon this di- 
vine Reſt, he were not only an enemy ro 
nature, 
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Or Stoick. ig 
nature; but even to his own happineſs, 


*# What rocks of danger could men eſcape, 
© if blind fortune did fit ar the helme, and 
JF if vercuous perſons complain, as affairs 


are preſently ſtared , that their merites 


are not weighed with indifferency e- 


nough in the Scales of juſtice? What 
might be expeRed, it hazzard got the 
ballance to mannase? andtheſe who leave 
their native countries, when they 'per- 
ceive that the Law beginneth to render 
its Oracles in an unconſtant Stile , and 


| with a trembling voice,behooved to leave 


the world, if this Anarchy were by A- 
cheiſme eſtabliſhed? For as a wiſe Szoick 
well obſerved, #3 £50 Ci EY Tow RO0 MA Tr” 
05v, x X4v Teovorgre {t were impoſſible to live 
in 4 world void of Goda, and void of provis 
dence. | 

It is likewayes moſt ſafe; for ifthere 


k be a Deity, doubtleſs theſe obdured A- 


theiſts, whoſe obſtinacy hath. conjied 
their conſctences toa- conſtrain d ſilence, 
and brybed theſe infallible Witnefles, to 
depone what ſuited beſt with their wild 
reſolutions, or rather neglected reſolnte- 
ly their ſincere depoſitions: then certain- 
ly,the juſt flames of chat Gods indigna- 
YEA Yea C3 tion, 


16 The Vertuoſo, 


tion, whom they have diſclaimed , will } 
heat for them a furnace in hell, beyond ! 


what the other damned ſpirits ſhall meer 
with in their torture: Whereas albeit F 


there be no tribunal; from which ſuch a 
thunder-bolt fentence may be darted,nor } 
no ſupreme Judge by whom our ations 
ſhall be canvas'd; Then thefe who bave | 
paid their adorations at bis altars,ſhall be | 
in no. danger. Wherefore, ſeeing it 
ſhould be the task of a: Firtzoſo, to rurt 
out all ſuch thoughts as may raiſe a mu- 
tiny in his breaſt ; itwere a fooliſh toy 
in him to entertain Atheiſme, which is a 
Nurcery of diſquietneſs : for whoſe 
breaſt could enjoy a calme whilſt a con- 
cernment of ſo much weight as his e- 
ternal portion, did. hing from the weak 
thred of a mere way be, and of ſuch a 
"o be as marches ſo near with a will not 
e? Chen 

Bnt if ye would know, what diſquie- 
tins vapors Atheiſme ſends up to the 
brain, when it is once drunk in: go to 
the horrour creating beds of a dying A* 
heiſt, whoſe roaring voice might awake 
the moſt lethargick conſcience that e- 
ver the devil lulFdafleep: There ye ſhall 
| know 
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= tnow by the Urinal of his eyes, and the 
XZ water ſtanding therein, what conyullion- 
*® fics his ſoul ſuffers ; 'and ſhall learn from 
4 his own mouth, how grievoully his diſea- 
7 ſed ſoul is ftretched pon the rack of 
i deſpair - then it is that the voluminous. 
Regiſters;of his conſcience , which did 
lie formerly claſp'd in ſome unſearcht 
corner of his memory, are laid open be- 
fore him, and the devil who hitherto gave 
him the lefſening end of the Proſpe&,to 
ſurvey his fins in, turns now its magnify- 
ing end to this fearfull-eye. Ir ſhould be 
then the grand deſign of a Philoſopher, 
toorder his own: breaſt arighr, before 
he go abroad to view the Works of the 
Creation ; leſt if he leave its door un. 
| bolted, the devil ſteal from him his rich- 
eſt Jewel, whileſt he ſweats to enrich his 
contemplation with' what is of far leſs 
conſequence. ' "6M 
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Crap. 11, 
Of 8 uperſtiti 08. 


T is not wild fancy to think, that. 4- 
|| theiſmze hath been the product of $#- * 
perſtition : for certainly, many who were |} 
by humor Gallios, finding that Religion | 
exated from men ſuch inhumane homage 
to its recognizance) as was the ſacrificing i 
children among the Heathens, wearying | 
Pilgrimages and heQick Lents amongit 3 
Chriftians,did reſolve rather to deny than * 
ro adore ſuch Deities. Thus Lycretins re- | 
volted upon Agamemnons ſacrificing his | 
daughter /phigenia for theGrecian ſafety, | 
crying out, ; Sq; 129 
Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum. | 

And thus Petronins Arbiter a monk of | 
the ſame Cell, ſays that, 

Primus in orbe devs fecit timor. 

- "=——— Fulmina cal 

Cum caderent——— . 
_. And to prevent this, owr SaViOur doth | 
| of inculcale,that his yoak is ealle and His | 

burden is light, And doubtleſs, as the | 


ftraighteſt | 


+ 


Or Slick. rg 


TY &caigtiteR line is alwayesthe ſhorteſt ; So 


® che moR rational: :delignes, are. alwayes 


q 6] ea (ilyeſt- effeuated $5 and dS & eneca hath 


4 excellently obſerved, Licet Deus non eſſet, 


| | F4amen ' 0x. PECCATENR ob peccatt vilitatem. 


n Þ the cheats, and palliated parricides, and 
Ty TY . +, 
2 factiledges brooded - by -ambition,,-the 

| churliſhneſs and cloſe-handedneſs paren- 

| ted by avarice , effects; unworthy..to be 

| farher'd upon any rational ſoul; and 


JJ at which we ſhould ſcarlet our :cheeks 


Þ There. is: ſomething; of meannelſs 'in- the 


gallanteft;;.and moſt | allyring liti, And 
this is moſt energetically expreſt in Scrip- 
cure. whilſt it is-ſaid that the wicked 
weary themſelves by (their fins, A prin- 


 ciple, which not only.the magiſterialAu- 
thority of Gods Spirit, but ,our experi- 


encelikewayes places above the reach of 
all ſcruples - for are not the inquietudes, 


with bluſhes, as well as enpale. them 
through. fear , and ſhould ſtand as miich 
in awe'of:our conſciences, as moſt® do 
of a Diety ? Yet, it may be we arein 


® a miftake,. whilſt we place Superſtition 


in the-exceſs of ſuch adorations,: as are 
either commanded or indifferent : for 
ſeeing "the obje&t” of our adoration, 

It + ERS God 


[ The Vittmoſo , : 
God Atmighty,is*in Himſelf infinit, we 
can nexer” exceed either in our refpets 
-ro' Him;"'or in the expreſſions: of rhein. 
Exce(s being only admiffible; where-the 
obje&- is: firiit, and where werattribute 
more-then is due;: which can: never. be 
here. Thus if Kneeling be-lawfitH at. any 
occalion,I hardly ſeewhy it.is nor lawful 
to kneel ac all occaſions, And if: theſe ex- 
teriourritesand ceremonies(ſome where- 
of are-allow'd in all Churches) be judg- 
ed requiſite, for expreſſing our vaſſalage 
and ſubordination. to. God our maker, 
_ either they.are alroperher unwarrantable 
or elfe we ſhouldproportion them (as far 
as.in-us1yes) to thar infinite obje& | And 
ſeeing;the Angels are ſaid to cover their 
faces with their: wings - before Him, the 
Patriarches to -fall upon their face and 
worſhip; and :our adorable Saviour in 
thatconflict wherein He repreſented fin- 
fall::man, is by \2falthey, remarked: :to 
| habe-fatin upon His: face , by furk to 
havefalln upon the :grouud; and by Luke 
to have kneeled + Whar is crawling man, 
that he ſhould. account ſuch geſtures fond 
Superſtition? Ir would' appear then » 
that ſuperſtition conſiſts-in mans, wor- 


ſh'/pping 


Or Stoick. 21 


$ ſhipping God by means unlawful, ſuch _ 


as are childrenefacrifices, and ſuch 


T like, whereby His divine attributes are 
Þ miſ-repreſenced, and tainted with cru- 
 elty,, or tyranny and notin an excels, 


in ſuch expreſſions.:of our reſpect as 


are in themſelves lawfull. And if there 


be any ſtrength in that.argument, where- 
in we 'inforce the ' being of God , 
from the harmonious conſent and aſ- 
ſent of all Nations : certainly , by. that 
ſame argument , we may eſtabliſh the 
decency, if not the neceſſity, of Cere- 
monies. - For', what Nation bowes to 
Altars , without profound and external 


| ſubmiſſions ? And, who lodges upon the 


ſurface of| our Globe, who payes not 


| as the: reddendo of: their Charter. to 


theſe gods whom they worſhip , ceremo- 
nial Adorations, wrapt up in mgft fub- 
miſhye Rites ? Fre TA 


4 * 
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-.. Of the Worlds Creation. 


T* Hat: God made: all things: for His 
Þ -glory, isan expreſſion , which (1 
think) looks not well at the teſt of rea- 
ſon;andiſeems to have no warrant but un- 
waryicuſtome :: for beyondall queſtion, 
His glory was: ſo:brim-ful formerly; thar 
it: neither needed; nor could receive any 
conliderable: accefſion: from this. ſmall 
drop:And belides thus, the innate appre- 
henſion we have of:doing any thing for 
one's plory,, dyes this expreſſion with 
ſomepuilt; Yer, I confeſs, we may war- 
rantablyfay,that when perverſe man calls 
Hts power in queſtion,or controverts His 
being ozly wiſe;that then, God for our in- 
ftru&ion, and the vindication of His own 
glorious Attributes,doth many things for 
His own glory. And. in this ſenſe, the 
Scripture ſaith, that God will puniſh 
the wicked , and deliver His people, 
for His own glory.. And wherever ir 0 

aldz 


be WP _ ©* 


*, 


Or Steicks if 
faid , that God" doth, or createth. an 


W ching for His own olory , iris doubt 

© 16 inthis ſenſe; in which man (who is 
I made after His image) may a&t for his 
own glory without any vanity ; albeit 
to act for his own glory in the firſt ſenſe 


were in utm criminal. It, is then more 
probable, thar+God beirs.infinitely good, 
and all good being ſui Communicativins » 
that His delign in creating; che world, was 
ro communicate and diſplay His good- 
neſs - and upon this baſe probably hath 
Ariſtotle reared up his error, of the worlds 


 exiſtency from all eternity + for , ſeein 


God was ab eterno infinitely good , an 

that good 'is ſtill communicative : he 
did (it may be ) conclude, that 4b. «- 
terno, God did communicate, His good- 
neſs : which.could only be to creatures, 
And therefore it was' neceſſary thar 
there ſhould have. been a_world ;; and 
ſome Philoſophers have ayer'd, that Eo 
world flowed from God per enzanationem 
ab aterno, as beams are lanced out from 
the body of the Sun. Albeir!I be none 
of eviftule's Partiſans, nor hold my 
Philoſophy of him as my Supertour ; : 
Yet I cannot but think, that God 
hath 


24 The Virtuoſo , 
hath communicated His goodneſs to 
worlds prior to ours, which ſeems but a | 
conceit of 5662 years ſtanding. But Iam 
not ſo arrogant asto determine the time 
of the firſt worlds birth, nor how many 
Cadets it hath had, reſolving to leave its 
Date, blank, to be fill'd up by ſome ar- 
rogant Pretender, Neither ſhould I ac- 
cuſe mine own thoughts of Herelie, for | 
concluding, that probably there are pre-_ 
fently thouſands of worlds co-exiſting 
with ours, whereof ſome, it may be, are 
governed by Maximes, if not contrary, 
yetat leaſt different from theſe which are 
our Canons. All which worlds, albeit 
they were aQtually ſubliſting , would lie 
in the boſome of the large imaginarie 
Spaces, butlike ſo many ſmall balls in | 
the corner of a large Tennis-court, I ſhall 
not for confirming this opinion,cite,with 
an ignorant French Curate,the parable of 
the Lepers, where it is ſaid, Nonne ſznt 
de&&1m mundi? becauſe I know that it was 
wittily anfwered, Sed #bi ſunt reliqui no- 


x 


ver ? 
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Cunape., IV. 
of Eternity, 


Hat Eternity is all preſent, and that 

in it, there is neither preterit, nor 
future, is but a conceit, and a needleſs 
myRerie impoſed upon our belief, which 
is really more myſterious then the Tri- 
nity ; who knows but it-is founded upon 
an expreſſion in Cicero, wherein Eterni- 
ty is call'd aternum inſtans?For how then 
can it be ſaid, that God was before the 
world? for was is preterit, and before 
the world there was,as themſelves alledg, 
notime ; and ſo there wasa was in eter- 
nity. Is not God call'd by Himſelf Alpha 
and Omega, firſt and laſt;the one where- 
of is preterire and and the other future? 
And it is ſaid, Rev. 16.5. O glorious Geog, 
who art, and waſt, and ſhalt be. And 
if it be anſwered, Thatthis is only fit- 
ted to our capacities; certainly , thar 
is all is craved: for doubtleſſe there is 
no ſuch reall thing , astheſe three mea- 
ſures of time,even in chings fink and ah 
teas 


26 | The Virttoſo, 
ted; for they owe their being only to our 
conceit, as well in the one as inthe other. | 
Ard when God deſcrib'd Himſelf by | 
His name J a n / a, it was not meant, | 
that no meaſure of time could be attrt- I 
buted to Him, but the preſent ; but ra- 
cher,that what He was,was to man incom- 
prehenſible. And that all we could know 
of Him, was that He exiſted; and by 
that expreſſion, that all' things'to Him 
are -preſent, was meant, that by His 
Knowledge int#itive, ( as Divines term 
ir). He compretiends all things which 
were to be, asif they were: really pre- 
ſeat; and this is ſpoke, not of his being, 
but of his knowledge. Neither can it be 
concladed that if was or ſhall be, may 
be attributed to God, then He 'muſt be 
mutable, and chat was, denotes mutation; 
for. as I faid 'formerly , theſe are but 
rermes, not really exiſting, and ſo can- 
ne import any real mutation. 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Providence: 


JF Ow God imployes His uncontrola- 
H ble Scepter, after what faſhisn-He 
governs this lower world, and ir whae 
characters He writes His eternal Decrees 
hath been the arrogant ſtudy of ſome 
mad-cap. Pedants, who talk as mapifteri- 
ally of His Decrees,as if they were of His 
cabinet Councel. And albeit to deterre 
ſuch bold intruders,}He- deſtroyed thou- 


” Wands of His ancient people, becauſe they 
© Wlookd into His Ark ; Yet; ſuch is the pe- 
) Wculancy of ſome later Wits , that they 
y muſt needs look invo His- unſearchable 


boſome, and there marſhall all His De- 
crees, and conceit they 'nnderſtand” His 
way of working ; and thus in diſputing gf 
objeas, infinitely removed by their SA 

W {truſeneſs from their ſenſe, they ſhew 
themſelves more ridiculous , then theſe 
who would diſpute concerning the qua- 

@ lities of an obje&, before it come ſo 
near as that they may know of whar 
ſpecies, 


25 . The Virtuoſo , 
ſpecies it is: for ſeeing it is a maxime 
that there is nothing in our underſtan- | 
ding,which hath not paſt to it thorow our Þ 
ſenſes, and that the things of God are im- } 
material, and fo fall not. under the cog- | 
nizance of our ſenſes ; It muſt be folly | 
to think, that any humane ſcrutinie- can 
find ont myſteries that .are ſo -unſearcha- 
ble, except they be imparted tothem by! 
immediate revelation:; a kind of. corre- 
ſpondence which I conceive few. now a 
dayes hold. with: heaven. | Yer, I con- 
feſſe,ir is as hard to.confute their fi&tions, 
as it is impoſſible for them ro-'come. by 
the knowledge of them. But as this ſtudy 
is unattaianble, ſo it is unprofitable ; for 
ſeeing God's art of sovernins the world, 
and, His Dectees of ſaving or damning its 
Citizens:isatrade we ſhall never be able 
to praiſe : why. ſhould we have ſuch 
an'itch to underſtand it? Ir ſhould. be e- 
nough to us, to be ſaved, albeit we know 
for how, er by what manner of Decrees;| 
except we beof the ſame mettall with 
thar fooliſh patient , who would not be 
cured , becauſethe Phylitian would not} 
ſhew him how the cure was to be com-j 
poſed , and what were its ingredicers. ; 
Andi 


Yi 
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And is it not the Zenith and top branch 
W of madneſs for us co pry into Gods un- 
X ſearchable Decrees, who know nor how 
& our neighbours calf is formed in its Dams 
belly ? 
Ie was a narrow Omnipotency, which 
WM ſome mear-ſpirited Heathens -allowed 
their Japitcr, whenthey conceited than - 
2 wanted leaſure to diſpoſe of tri- 
les. 

Non licet exiguis rebus adeſſe Jovi. 
For if the twinkling of an eye , were 
nottime ſufficient for God todiſpoſe upon 
all the affairs of this world, then there 
| might be a greater power then His; and 
the power to diſpoſe ſo ſuddainly, were 
wanting to his omniporency, and ſo He 
were not infinit, and conſequently. no 
God. | | 

Neither was the Rodomonade of 4/- 
phonſus , King of Portugal, more pious 
then this. When he alleaged that if God 
had made uſe of His advice in framing The 
world, He had helped many things in it, 


which he now could juſtly raxe of er- 
rour. | 


D Theſe 7 
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Theſe two extremes, are the two Poles, | 
whereon the globe of Atheiſme turns 
it ſelf ; ſome, out of an impious humi- 3 
lity, complementing God out of His | 
Authority, by denying that He diſpoſes 3 
ofthe meaner (ize of buſineſs; and others # 
detracting from his providehce, in attri- | 
buting his operations to chance and fate, 

or branding them with injnſtice or im- | 
prudence. | 

There are amons School-men two 
opinions which diſpute viory with (al- 
moiſt) equal forces. The one whiereof, 
will have God the ſole agent, and to make | 
uſe of ſecundary cauſes, only, as of ci- | 
phers ; theſe ſay that it is not fire which 
burns, but that God burns ad praſentians 
ignis; nor water which cools, but rhat 
God cools ad preſentiam aque : which' is 
in my opinion, the ſame thing as to ſay» 
that God jugled with man ; and as Char) 
mers do, preſented ingredients , bur- 
wrough by hid means. 

In too near an afhnity with this, 1s the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination as ſome teach 
ir, wherein they will have man to play | 
the mere ſpeRator in his own Salvation : a 

| and 7 
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and albeit there be a free and full ten- 
der of mercy made to loſt man, yet 
will not allow him any power to em- 
brace or reject it; judging this one of 
the neceſſary appanages of Gods Om- 
nipotency , that he doth ſave or con- 
| demn ex mere beneplatito , never conlt- 
dering, that. the. queſtion is not , what 
God can do,but what he doth: And that 
it deropgates nothing from his Omnipo- 
rency,that he will nor damn poar linners 
who according to their Doctrine cannot 
be blamed for their obſtinacy ; becauſe 
it was never free torhem to do otherwiſe: 
and how (I pray you) could the fluggard 
in the parable, have been puniſhed, for 
not improving his talent, and laying it up 
in a napkin, if God have by His Decree 
calt an inſolyable knot upon chat napkin, 
wherein it was laid up ? 

The other opinion, will have ſecun- 
dary cauſes the ſole agents ; and teach- 
es, that God inthe firit moulding of Zach 
creature, did dote it with innate quali- 
ties, ſufficient ro a&t every thing requi- 
lite for its ſubſiſtence ; bur in ſign of its 
ſubjeRion to irs Maker, reſerved to 
H:mſelf, as His prerocative royal, a 
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power to bend and bow theſe inclinations 
upon extraordinary occaſions , for the 
good of the Univerſe, or when his infal- 
lible Omni-prudence / ſhould think ex- 2} 
pedient. Thus, when that Al-ſeing eye * 
of the world, the Sun, was firſt turned | 
off the frame, ir had in Commiſhon to | 
ſow its influences over the world with- | 
out any retardment ; Yet was its motion | 
arreſted, and turned back by an extra- 
ordinary warrant in'the dayes of Joſ#a 
and Zedekiah. Thus they make the 
creatures reſemble a Watch, which af - | 
rer it is once compleated, goes by | 
its own Springs and Wheels , without | 
the Artiſts extraordinary affiſtance, Yet 
when either irs motion becomes irregu- 
lar, or when the owner finds it fit, it | 
is unpieced , or hath irs Index pur for- 

ward or backward at his pleaſure. And 


_ this laſt, ſeems to ſuir beſt with the 


prynciples, both of Chriſtianity and | 
Stoiciſme. With Chriſtianiry, becauſe | 
it gives a check to preſumprion, and | 
"ſuffers not man to think himſelf | 
' the ſole arbiter of his own condition ; | 
' becauſe God can ealily quaſh cheſs Ba- | 

| LR EDITS by lon- | 
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bylor-like fancies, . which hrs. topleſs 

Z ambition is ſtill a; building ; and to his 

X deſpair , becauſe a lift from the ftrong 

2X arm of Providence, may heave him up 
2X aboveall his difficulties. 

This correſponds beſt likewayes with 
Stoiciſme , becauſe it pulls the hands 
of a {luggard from his boſome, and ſets 
thema work: to prepare for himſelf, and 
not to repoſe his unreaſonable hopes up- 
on divine Providence ; which only 
keeps theſe from (inking, who endeavour 
ro ſwimme. This :likewayes .takEs from 

8 man, all excuſe of (inning, gotſufferiag 

8 him to lay over his viciouſneſs upon pro- 

ZW vidence,a ſhift rooordinary amongſt ſuch 
as miſunderſtand the raſhlels Docrine of 
the reformed -Ciiurches. | 

This opinion makes us likewayes un- 
deritand, what the Heathens - meant by 

fortune, which they termed giddy ; what 

8 the Stoicks meant. by. fate, which they 
= confeſſed to be, jrreſtible.;; and in Shar 
ſence Poiloſophers concluded that each 

man could hammer. out his own fortune. 

As to the Pagans fortene, it cannot be 
thought, that ſeing it was by chemſelyes 
confeſl”'d to be blind, that :they could 
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truſt it with the reines of the admirably | 

managed world. And ſeeing they confeſ- 3 
ſed, thar-it: was alwayes ſtaggering and |? 
unconſtant , it cannot- be Mughe that 


they could aſcribe ro it, all theſe curi- 


ous and jutt events, which they them- # 
ſelves admired hourly. Wherefore it is | 
prabable, that the Philoſophers , ha- 
ving throvgi the. proſpe& of nature, 
and by an uninterrupted experience, 0b- 
ſerved, that man ( who acted from a 
freedom. of ſpirit unreſtrained , either 
by providence or ſtarr-influences as 
to his orginary operations) was of a 
volatle and capricions humor ; there- | 
fore they concluded'; that the ſtate of | 
humane affairs , which was framed and 
unframed at his ill-fixt- pleaſure, be- 
hoved neceflarily ' ro- be' moſt ſubje& 
to changes, And that ſeeing the 'vio- 


ries of Ceſar , depended upon .the in- 


clinations af his ſouldiers, who by aban- 
don\ng him would fetch his proſperity 
away withthem, they had reaſon there- 
fore to terme his fortune Frail and ex- 
poſedro hazard, + - | 

- Thus the advancment of t he reſtleſs 


 Courtier is uncertain, becauſe it hings 
+ from 
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from the humor of his Prince,whoſe ſpirit 


Z hath ſome allay of unconſtancy, as well 
7 as hath chat of the fearful ſubje&, who 
27 erembles under his Scepter. And thus 
2F the oyl conſuming ſtudent , can promiſe 

himſelf no applauſe) becauſe the paraly- 

tick hand of the multirudes fancies, 

3 holds the ſcales wherein his abtlities arc 
| weighed, 

In fine , fortune was nothing to theſe 

Ancients, but the unbodyed freedom 

\ of mans will, conlidered abſtra&ly 

from all particular perſons and the in- 

| nate qualities of all other creatures 

(which , becauſe they are mortal, muſt 

thereforebe changable) then which no- 

thing is more inconſtant, nothing more 

blind. 

The other branch of divine Provi- 

| dence, which conſiſts in the ſupreme Au- 

thority , whereby God makes all-hu- 

mane inclinations run ſometimes againſt 

= the byaſſe of their ſpecifick najgre, 

= was by them termed fate. And this 

= in their Mutholosy they fabled to be 

an Adamant chain, which they faſtned 

ro the foot of Jupiters Chair , mea- 

nins by its adamantine nature , that it 
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was hard to be broke like the Ada- 
' mant; and by faſtning it to Jupiters 
Chair, that it was the produ&@ of the 
\Almiphty's power. Thus Fortune and 
Fate, were to them but rhe right 
and lefr hand of Chriſtian providence. 

Theſe embodyed Angels, the Stoicks, 
finding that fortunes megrim could not 
be cured, nor fates decrees reſcinded, 
and yet refolving, in ſpight of all ex- 
ternal accidents, to ſecure to themſelves 
a calmneſs of ſpirit; did place their 
happineſs in the contempt of all theſe 
follies , whoſe bloſſomes fortune could 
not blaſt, and ſought for happineſs in 
an acquieſcence to all which prov:dence 
did unalterably decree ; So that neither 
fortune nor fate could | ſtand in the 
way of their happineſs, becauſe they 
ſlighted the one , and ſubmitred to the 
ornier. 

And in this ſenſe, each man in their 
ſchovls, was admitted to be Maſter-of-. 
work to his own fortune : and that with- 
out diſparaging the omnipotent pow- 
er of the great Fortune-maker , in ſub- 
miſton to whom their happineſs was 
placed, 


Albeit 
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Albeit the knowledge and acknow- 
ledgment of a God, bethe baſis of true 
Stoiciſme, and a firmer one then any 
the Heathens, could pretend to; Yet 
J chat knowledge of Him, which by the 
E curioſity of School-men and the bigotry 
of Tub-preachers, as now formed in a 
Body of Divinity , is of all others the 
leaſt neceſſary and the moſt dangerous. 
And whereas we did ſee God bur 1n a 
Glaſs formerly, that Glaſs is now fo 
miſted and ſoyld by each Pedants flegma- 
rick breath, that it is hard to ſee him at 
all, but impoſſible to ſee Himthere, And 
to extend a little that myſterious analogy; 
we are faid to behold God here, as in a 
Glaſs ; and as objets are beſt percet- 
ved in the ſmoorheſk mirrors; ſo the 
plaineſt deſcriptions of Him, are ftill 
the trueſt : for when He is ſeen by A-' 
theiſts in the globe-glaſs of their infide- 
lity, He appears leſs then really Hei 
when beheld by the Pagans in the mul- 
tiplying Glaſs of Paganiſme , He ap- 
pears many ; and when He is lookt upon 
in the magnifying Glaſs of Superſtition, 
though He appear bur one, Yer He 1s miſ- 
repreſented, becauſe He is repreſented 

| ag 
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2s more terrible then he delires to appear: 
and ordinarily the better cut Glaſſes are, 


and the more artificial, the worſe the face 
ts by them repreſented. 


— T — 


Cuap. VI. 


Of Theory. 


"Hat firſt courſe which did ſow allthe 
| world with briers and thorns,did, 
- ofall other things, fall moſt heavily upon 
the foul of man, Which becauſe it 
was chief in the tranſgreſſion, ought 
Las in reaſon. to have been molt tortured 1n 
45 L198 the puniſhment. And now his diſquieted 
Ik fpirit,is daily pierc'd with the prickles of 
ethornie diſputes and debates ; which, as 
like briers, they produce no fruit fit for 
aljmenting char noble half of man, which 
"this rational foul; So do they, like 
Were thorns, pierce his tender confcience , 
" 10h and to fcrew his torments to their high- 
I; eſt pin ;, the thoughts of God, and of 
bo” ſettlement in Him , which like balme I , 
* ſhould-cure cheſe ſores, is become that 
| hemlock, 
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hemlock, which occaſions his diſtraQi- 
ons, and poyſons his meditations. For,al- 
beitthe Heroes of the Primitiye Church, 
J did give milk in abundance to Infant- 
WJ chriitians; Yer, many of their ſucceſ- 
E ſors, have mixt it ſowich the cart vine- 
gar of contention, that the milk begins 
now to crudle, and ſo is become loath- 
ſome to tbe appetite of tender believers. 
For, moſt of Churchmen, being idle,and 
conceivins, that if they taught only 
the holy Scriptures, their vocation might 

by Laicks be undervalued as ealie, and 
that they would be denyed that ap- 

plauſe, which was due to quaintneſfſe of 

wit, eſpecially in a ſetled Church, where- 

in Church-men could not draw reve- 

rence from the people, by Oracles , as 

i Wl did the Heathen Prieſts ; nor by prophe- 


5 Wl ciesand miracles, as did the Servants of 
I the moſt High, under the old and new 
; Teftaments; did therefore, according $0 


| their private inclinations, frame each to 
» WW himſelf a new kind of Divinity. The 
« | "ore pragmatickſort, and theſe whoſe 
'* | humour was edged wich choler , inven- 
ted polemick -or controvetted divinity: 
And fo by an inteſtine and civil war of 
| OP1NIONs,, 
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opinions, raiſed within the bowels of 
Religion , did waſte and pillage that ho- 
ly Canaan, which formerly flowed with 
the milk of ſincere Do&rine, and the ho- | 
ney of divine Conſlolations. And then 
that precious blood , which formerly 
purpled only pagan-fcaffolds, dyed now 
the ſwords of fellow-believers : who, to 
propagate their private judgment,buried 
Churches under their rubbiſh , fed the 
birds of heaven with the carcaſes of pi- 
oys and reverend Church-men: and by 
the mad hands of bigort opinialtry , 
broke to piecesall the ſacred bonds of 
natural and civ.l duties; and thus they 
raiſed the devil of contention, whom 
they could not lay again ; and made this 
Tech of diſputing, turn the Scab of the 
Church. 

Others again, in whoſe brains ſullen 
melancholy form'd phgntomes and ideas, 
invented ſcholaſtick Theology; and theſe 
1% abſtract cells, erefted a Mint-hovuſe 
for coyning the droſs of their own con- 
remplations, into wonderful bombalt no- 
tions ; and to make them go current, 1n 
che ſuffering Church, gave them the 
impreſſa of Theology. 

A 
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A third ſort, not able to, ſoare their 
picch in the sky of Invention, reſolved 
co ſer up *a correſpondence with heayen; 
and this they called enthuſiaftick, os 
inſpired Theology. And their Cadbins 
were Poſt-houſes,where one might know 
what wasre ſolved lately iu the conclave 


of heaven, whether che King or Parlia- 


ment was to wear the Lawrels, and what 
ſhould be the iflue of our pious rebelli- 
ons. Theſe could likewiſe caſt the horo- 
ſcope of our ſalvation ; and invented a 
ſpecies of Phyfiognomy , whereby chey 
could tell if the marks of Grace dwelc 
upon a face, andif one had the traits 
of an ele&t Childe of God. After rhis 
fallyon did they prophelie their own fan- 
cies, and call chac Providence only which 
made for chem. 

There wants-not ſome likewayes,who, 
our ofa well meaning delire, to make 
the lamp of rruch dare its rayes wigh 
the clearer ſplendor, ſnuff ir ſo nearly , 
chat chey extingniſh ir quite : and leave 
us nothing but the Kink of its ſnuff; like 
ſome curious Phyſicians, who purge fo 
treqnently , that they deſtroy the body 
elicraſted ro their cure. We 1n _ I- 

: {land 


42 The Virtuoſo, 


fland have met with ſome of theſe Char- 
letans , who, I am confident ; purged 
oftner both Church and Ste, then 
Lyke , the beloved Phylician, would | 
have preſcribed, if we had had the good 
fortune to have been his patients. ; 
The talleſt wir is not able to teach} 
heaven, albeit (I know) mady disjoint 
their wits in ſtretching them too high in 
the inquiry of its myſteries, Neither 
mpute I our ſhort-coming inthe know- 
ledge of theſe myſteries, folly ro their 
obitruſeneſſe ; bur, I believe our me- 
dirations are more clouded in relarti- 
on to theſe}, then really ithey need to 
be, becauſe of their innate ftrailty: for 
we ſee, that ſome who are maſters of 
much reaſon in things humane , betray | 
much folly in their deyotions;wherfore, 
I am induced to believe, thar ir fare; 
with the ſoul in this, as uſually ir doth 
with the body, whoſe pulls are proportio- 
nally the weaker, as the thing graſp'd-F 
after is plac'd above its true reach. And 
fo theſe arrogant Pretenders pull but 
faintly, becauſe they raiſe their medita- 
tions too high on their tip-toes : where- 
by chey arediſabled from imploying all 
cheir 
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cheir natural vigour, in pulling at theſe 
weighty and ſublime Truths, which 
they catch , nor by that corner which is 
neareſt, as meaner wits do, (and fo 
are more ſucceſsful ) but endeavour a 
fetch at what in Divinity is higheſt ;by 
whi ch effort, their endeavours are fain- 
ter , then theſe whoſe ſpirit is of a 
lefler {ize. And theſe Coloflus witts,be> 
come the greateſt Herericks, as thoſe or- 
dinarily are molt burnt, whoſe fingers of- 
reſt ſtir up fires, and as Chirurgians have 
morecuts and wounds, then any other 
Mechanicks, who handle not fo oft theſe 
wounding tools. Ir is not fir thar mor- 
tal man ſhould wreſtle roo much with 
theſe myſteries, leaſt his reafon, like Ja- 
cob, be forc'd to come off, halting. 
Nothing hath more buſijed my thoughts 
then to find areaſon why the Heathens, 
who were as affiduous and zealous too in 
the worſhip of their Gods, as we Chri- 
ftians, did never frequent Sermons, nor 
knew no ſuch part ef divine Service : 
whereof ( probably ) the reaſon was 
becauſe their Governors ( whoſe com- _ 
mands amonsſt them were the ſole j#- 
re-divinoſkip of all Eccleliaſtick Rites ) 
feared 
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feared, that Church-men, if they had 
been licenc*d to harangue tothe people , 
would "have influenc'd too much char 
groſs body : which was the reaſon like- 
wayes, why in the primitive Church 
{as one of their Hiſtorians obſerves ) ox 
formula populo predicabant , tantum anti«| 
Quit as timebat 1puoyoyes. They prea- r 
ched only approved Sermons, fo much} 
did antiquity fear theſe leaders of the} 
people; a praQice, as 1s reported, late- 
ly renewed by the Duke of R«fſia - and 
this ſeemeth alſo to have been che rea-} 
ſon, why all Liturgies have prick 
rexts for their Preachers, leſt if they 
had been left a freedom in their choice, 
they had choſe ſuch as might, tn the ler-}j 
ter, have ſuired beſt wich ſuch ſedirious}| 
Libels as are now obtruded upon the peo-} 
ple, in lieu of pious homilies, ar re-} 
markable or feſtival occalions. Yet, I 
think, that our late Doors, who can 
g1dall Dotrine in any text, would ea-| 
fily bave eluded rhat canonick deligne. 
If wefſhould parallel! the homilies,which 
theſe renowned Fachers have left as Le- 
gacies to poſterity , with theſe which 
our age ruſs after, we would find , Oe 
TAG 
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the firſt were pointed leſſons of mortifi- | 
cation ; which, like Aoſes rod, could 
| draw guſhes of tears from the rocky 
hearts of the moſt obdured linners:where- 
as many of theſe laſt are but State-gazets 
wherein the people are informed, what 
are the reſolves of the civil Magittrate : 
| And whereas their firſt inſtitution made 
them Ambaſladors of glad-tydings be- 
twixx God and His people, they have 
made themſelves Heraulds to denounce 
warres betwixt God's Vice-gerent and 
His ſubje&ts. Thus, Peter's ſucceſſors 
will oft times, like himſelf, rather draw 
the ſword then watch for their Maſter. 
And fince our Savviour hath diſarmed 
them, 2s He did Peter, and filled their 
hands with the keyes, theſe who offend 
chem,are ſure to get over the head with 
theſe. I confeſſe, God bath. not lefr 
His Church without ſome skilful Pilots, 
to lead in His ſervants , with ſecutiry, 
to the harbour of Salvation : to whom 
this Diſcourſe and its Anthor ſhall pay 
all reſpeRs; 
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Cnae. VII. 
Of the ſtriftneſs of Churches. 


x Oſt of all Churches, do like coy 
M maids, lace their bodies ſo ſtrait, 
chat they bring on them a conſumprion z 
and willihave the gates of heaven to have 
been- only made for themſelves : and as 
this nigardlinefle hath poſſeſt Churches, 
from that root hath ſtem'd the churliſh- 
neſlſe of ſome private Chriſtians, who 
will allow God but a moſt inconſidera- 
ble number of theſe whom He hath ad- 
mitted to make up His viſible Church. 
Thus, ſome Paſtors will only admire two 
or three to be gueſts at the Lord's Table, 
allowing no wedding garment, bnt whar 
is of their own ſpinning : and others,with 
thejr uncharitable res » blur che 
names of all their acquaintances out of 
zhe Book of Life, as if they were kee- 
pers of His Regiſters'and Rolls ; and will 
only have ſeats kept in the Church rtri- 
umphant, for three or four Siſters, who 
are ſo frugal of their devotions, as to 

ſpare 
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ſpare them at home, to the end they may 
be liberal in publick. But both theſe 
ſhould conſider, that the new Jeraſalens 
is ſaid to have more gates then one; that 
I,hn in his Revelation tells us , that num- 
berlefſe numbers were ſeen following the 
Lamb ; and thar it is nor probable, that 
the wiſe Framer ofthe world made ſuch 
a ſpacious dwelling as heaven , to be in- 
habited by ſo inconliderable a number : 
whereas hell (hell in the geography of 
believed tradirion) is only the ſmall ker- 
nel of this ſmall ſhell threarth. [| know, 
that many are called and few choſen; and 
that the way is (trait, and few enter nat 
it: Bur we ſhould conlider , that theſe 
choſen, are ſaid to be few, in reſpet on- 
ly of theſe many who are called : which 
ismoſt certain ; for ten parts of eleven 
are Pagans or Mahumetans, ( and all are 
called) of that eleyenth part, many are 
malicious Hereticks; and amongſt the re- 
ſidue many are flag'tious and publick lin- | 
ners ; Sothat albeit the greateſt part of 

the regular members of the vilible 
Church were ſav'd,yerthe nnmber would 
be ſmall in compariſon of thefe others : 
The body of che vitible Ghurch , muſt 
7 (like 
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(like all other bodies)be compounded of 
Contrary elements.. And albeit I am not 
of opinion, thatthis body ſhould be ſuf- 
fer'd to ſwell with humours, yet I would 
not wiſh, that ic ſhould be macerated 
with purgations. Jt's nails (though bur 
excrementitious parts) ſhould nor be fo 
nearly pared, as that the body may bleed; 
yet,they ſhould be ſo pared, as that Chri- 
 Mſtians may not ſcratch one another. They 
ſhould feed , not upon blood, bur milk : 
and they areunmannerly gueſts,who will 
not ſuffer others to lit ar their Maſters ta- 
ble wich them. 

It pleaſes my humour to contemplate, 
how, that albeit all Religions war againſt 
one another ; yet, are all of them gover- 
ned by the ſame principles, and even by 
theſe principles, in effet, which they 
ſeem ro abominate. Thus, albeit the ceſ- 
ſation vf miracles be cryed down by 
many , yet, do the molt bigor relate , 
wit miracles have been wrought by 
the founders of their Hierarchies, and 
what prophelies-they have oraculouſly 
pronounced. And ſeeing all confeſs, that 
God, inour dayes, breaks the proſpe- 
rous tpon the ſeme Wheel, on whoſe 

rop 
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top they did but lately triumph ; ma- 
king fortune adopt the oppreſt in their 
vice ; why ſhould wetalk fo much of the 

cealing of -miracles? For , doubtleſs, 
theſe effes are in policy, as contrary 
ro nature, as are the ſwimming of iron, or 
ſweetning of rivers; or rather more: See- 
ing in the firſt, mans will is forc'd (with- 
out which, ſuch revolutions could nor be 


' effeQuared) whereas in the laſt, dull and 


ſenſual qualities are only wreſted ; which 
as they are not ſo excellent, ſo, doubt- 


leſs, are not able to maxe ſuch reſiſtance 


as the Soul of man: Yea, I ſhould rather 
rhink, that the world being become old, 
muſt, doubrlefle, be more dim-ſishted (as 


all old thingsare ) then formerly ; and 


therefore, God doth now preſent grea- 
ter obje&ts of admiration to our eyes 
then He did formerly : For, man is be- 
come!ſo atheiſtical, that if God did not 
preſs His medirations with ſuch infalli- 
ble teſtimonies of the being of an 1rre- 
liftable power, he would doubtleſs, 
ſhake off all reſolutions of - ſubmitting. 
Thus, we ſee + that in all lie” tract of 
John's Revelations ,' miracles-grow fill 
more frequent , the-' nearer the world 
E-3  draweth 
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draweth to its grave ; and, like all other 
bodies, the weaker it becomes, the more 
ſubje& itis ro all alterations, and the 
leſs is nature able co relift, And it 
would appear, that if miracles were re- 
quilite at firſt, for the eſtabliſhment of 
Religion, even when no older Religion 
was tocedeit, andro make an exit at 
its entry ; much more, ſhould miracles 
be neceſlary, for fixing any Religion a- 
Sainſt the received conftitutions of a pre- 
viouſly ſetled Church. But to proſecute 
my firſt deſign, it is remarkable, that al- 
beit infallibility be notby all, conceded 
toany militant Church ; yer, it is afſu- 
med by all:Neither is there any Church 
under the Sun, which would not fix 
the name of heretick, and account him 
( almoſt ) - reprobate, who would refuſe 
ro acknowledge the leaſt rational of their 
Principles; and thus theſe Church-men 
pull up the ladders from the reach of 
others, after they have by them ſcal'd 
the walls of prefermenr themſelves. 
That Church-men ſhould immerſe 
themſelves in things civill, is rhoughr 
excentrick to their ſphere, even iz 
erdine ad ſpiritwalia : And yet, "ut 

ng 
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the Caphuchins, who are the greateſt pre- 
tenders to abſtra& Chriſtianity and Mor- 
tification , do, of all others, dipth moſt 
in things civill. The Phanaticks enveigh 


againſt Presbyterian Gowns. The Pres- 


byterian tears the Epiſcopal lawn Sleeves, 
and thinks them the whore of Babel's 
ſhirt, The Epiſcopift flouts at the po- 
piſh Robes, as the livery of the beaſt. 
The «eAntinomian emancipats his diſci- 
ples from all obedience to the Law. 
The Proteſtant enjoyns good works, and 
ſuch are commanded ,. but place no me- 
ritin them, The Roman-Catholick thinks 
he merits in his obedience. The Pha- 
aatick believes the Lords Supper bur 
a ceremony , though taken with very 
little ontward reſpe&t. The Presbyte- 
rian allowes it, but will not kneel. The 
Epiſtcopift kneels , but will not adore it. 
The Catholick mixeth adoration with his 


kneeling. And thus, moſt of all Religt , 


ons are made up of the ſame elemgnts , 
albeit their aſymbolick qualities predo- 
mine in ſome morethen in others. Andif 


that maxime hold, that 124jz & mins non 
variant ſpeciem, we may-pronounce all of 


them to be qne Religion. 
E 4 The 
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2 The Virtwſo; 
The Church, like the river Nil,can 
hardly condeſcend where-it's head lies; 


and as all condefcend that- the Church 
is a multitude of Chriſtians, ſo *joyn all 


CE their opinions, and you ſhall find that 


they will have it to have, like the mule 
ritide, many heads. Bur in this (as in all 
Articles, not abſolutely neceſſary for be- 
ing ſaved) I makethe Laws of my coun- 
trey to be my Creed : and that a clear 
deciſion herein is not abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for Salvation, is clear from this, 
that many poor Clowns ſhall be ſayed, 
whoſe conſcience is 'not able to teach 
their judgments how to decide this con- 
rroverlie, wherein ſo many heads have 
been confounded. ſo' many have been 
loſt, and ſo many have been ſhrewd- 
ly knockt againſt one another ; from 
which flinty collifions, much fire. but lit- 
tle light, hath ever bur forth. 

| God, by His Omniſcience, fareſeeing, 
rhamit was too dazeling-a {ight for the 
pur-blind eyes of man's ſoul, to behold 
Him invironed with the rayes of di- 
vine Majeſty, did: beftow upon us, 
three mirrours, wherein we might” con- 
femplate Him (as we uſetolook upon the 


Sun 
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Sunina tub of water, not daring eye 
His native ſplendor ) the one was the 
mirrour of the Law, the ſecond is the 
works of the Creation, and the third is 
the Soul of man, which He Himſelf 
hath rold us is framed after His own glo- 
r10us Image, | 
As for: the firſt mirronr , the Law; 
God knowing thar znſtindt, or as weterm 
it, 4 natural conſcience , were compleat 
digeſts of all thar manwas to obſerve, He 
did make that mirrour very little, a vo- 
1lume of only two pages ; but rhat mirrour 
is, Of late, ſo mullered about, by margi- 
nal Notes and Commentars, that the 
mirrourjit ſelf is almoſt tover-ſpread by 
them ; and it is very obſervable, that in 
the holy Regiſters,the Law is ſtill abridg- 
ed, but we never ſee itenlarg'd: For,al- 
beit the fundamental Laws of both Ta- - 
bles were packed vp innarrow bounds, 
yet our Saviour ſums them in theſe twg, 
fear the Lord thy God with all thy heart , 
and, love thy neighbeur as thy ſelf. And 
the Apoſtle Pax], in his Divine Ept- 
ttles, profeſſes, thar he deſires ro know 
only Chriſt, and Him crucified; So, 
that 'T/am confident , that if our Savi- 
1 our 
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our were to preach in perſon , once 
more to the world; He would enveigh 
againſt our Caſuilts, as much as He 
did againſt the Jewiſh Talmudiſts ; for, 
the one as well as the other, are e- 
qually guilty of burdening the . ſhoul- 
ders of weak Chriſtians, with the unne- 
ceflary traſh of humane inventions, For, 
I remember to have ſeen a late Caſu- 
ift, difpure contentiouſly amongſt his 
other caſes, whither Tobacco , taken in 
rhe morning, did break a commanded faſt 
or not? To which, after a feaveriſh con- 
flit, his wiſdom, forſooth , returns this 
oraculous anſwer ; That if Tobacco be taken 
at the noſe, it breaks not the faſt, but if it be 
taken at the month, then it breaks the faſt. 
Which, becauſe I made a Collaſterion 
betwixr the Caſuiſts and the Talmuditts, I 
ſhall only mention our of the Talmude 
(which was the Jews comment upon the 
Law) a caſe , exaQtly parallel to this: 
P$herein is decided, tbar if a man. carry 
burden onthe Sabbath day,upon both his 
ſhoulders , then he is guilty of breach 
of Sabbath, bat thar he is not guilty if he 
carry it upon. one ſhoulder. As to 
my  owne private judgment, ( which 
4 T (ubmit 
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I ſubmit to my ſpiritual Tutors) I think, 
that ſeeing the Conſcience of man, is the 
fame faculty with the Judgment whe 

converſant about Spiritual Taploynien® 
(as the whrd ovrerdYors, which imports a 
knowledge reflexive upon a man's own 
ſelf,doth abundantly evidence)that there- 
fore, as there are Judgments of different 
tempers ; fo there are likewiſe Conſci- 
ences of different frames : and which va- 
ry as much among{ themſelves, as natural 
conſtitutions do. And therefore, as the 
ſame'Doſe would prove noxious to one 
conſtitution, wherein another would find 
his health ; ſo in one and the ſame a, 
that reſolution may be ſaving to one Con- 
ſcience, which may condemn another - 
on for , ſeeing God hath kindled a torch in 
each mans breaſt, by whoſe flame he may 


ſee what path he ſhould beat : in which 
he WW fenſe it is faid, Prov. 20. 27. That the un- 
S derſt anding of man 1s the Candle of the Lords 
' © Wand can that light miſlead ? And ſeeing 
” man muſt be anſwerable according ro 
th what ic prefcribes to him, doubtleſs it is 
3 fitter that he ſhould hearken to the reite- 


rated ditates of his Conſcience, than to 
the reſolution of any School-caſuiſt : and 
that 
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that for the ſame reaſon, that it is more 
rational to obey the Law it ſelf , than theiMi:h 
wiſeſt Lawyer, who may either be decei-Mb: 
bg ved himſelf, or have a deſign to deceiveMfr 
"kh others. For if God hath endueg man with|Mfc 
Rb every thing neceſſary for working out the 
4 log work of his own Salvation, with fear and 

trembling, He hath doubtleſs beftowel 
upon him an internal Touch-ſtone , by 
whoſe teſt he may diſcern bertwixt good 
and evil ; ſeeing to command manto walk 
uprightly, and not to beſtow on him eyes 
to ſee the road , were to command {4 
blind man to walk, and to puniſh him if 
he went aſtray. And as the compoſure of 
| man's body , would be imperfe& and 
; manck, if he wanted a palate to diſcern 
M00 betwixt the taſte of what is wholeſom, or 
| what is putrid; So if the ſoul of man were 
| - not able to know its own duty, and by the 
Þy is: palate of a natural Conſcience, to diffe- 
Wet rence betwixt lawful and unlawful : cer- 
- at finly the ſoul might be thought robe but 
{ala ill appointed. Thus, beaſts are by an in 
Fa, trinſfickprinciple taught their duty , and 
Wo. do accordingly. ſhun or follow whar is 
Wh! convenient for them, without conſulring 
Tent any thing from without, And ſhall oy 
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be leſs perſpicacious, of more defeQiive 
then theſe ? As alſo ſeeing man is oftrimes 
by thouſands of occaſions , removed far 
from the afſiſtance of Chair or Pulpit-in- 
formers ; and in that his retiredneſs,hath 
moſt of theſe caſes to be reſolved : it were 
abſurd to think that he then wants ſufici- 
({MWency of help for their reſolution. And it 
is molt obſervable in Scripture, that men 
are oft check'd for quenching the Spirit, 
but never for not conſulting Caſuiſts. I 
know it may be thought, that when the 
ſoul of man rages at ſometime in a Feaver 
of Luſt, Revenge, or ſome ſuch (in, that 
then the Conſcience may rave; Yet I dare 
ſay, thar albeit the ſoul, out of an inordi- 
nare- delire to enjoy its own pleaſures , 
may ſer its invention a work , to palliate 
the ſinfulneſs of what it deſires ; yet by 
ſome ſecret knell, the Conſcience ſounds 
ſtill its reproof. And I dare ſay , that 
never man erred without a check fror 

his Conſcience ; nor that few have linne 

in WW atter an approbation obtained from his 
nd Conſcience of what he was about : and 
15M whenwe aſſent to theſe Do&ors, 1s it not 
ng becauſe onr Conſciences, or our Judg- 
10 ments (which are the ſame) afſent,to IK 
chey 
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they inform ? which evidences, that our 
Conſciences are more to be believed, 
then they, by that rule , Propter quod 4- 
namquodg; eff tale, 8&c. but to convince us 

of the folly of our addreſſes to theſe Doz 
Qors, it may, and often doth fall our,that 

that may bea ſininme, which a Caſuiſt 
pronounces to be none, as if my breaſt 

did ſuggeſt to me, that it were a (in to buy 
Church-lands ; if there-after I did buy 
them, it were doubtleſs a lin, albeit my 
DoRors, followings the | Canons of their 
particular Church, aſſured me, thar the 

fale of Church-lands were no fin in it 
felf. I amconfident then, thar this Caſu-' 
ift-divinity, hath taken irs riſe from the 
detire Church-men had to know the my- 
ſtery of each man's breaſt, and to 'the 
end, nothing of import, might be under- 

6+ e2xen without conſulting their Cell; per- 
« fwading men, that in ordine ad ſpiritaalia, 
vieir Conſciences, and conſequently theit 
Salvation, may be intereſted in every ci- 

vil affair. And to confirm this , it is moſt 
obſervable, that this Trade is moſt uſed 

by Jeſuits and Innovators, who delire to 
know all intrigues and ſubvert all States, 
whereas the Primitive Church _ by 
LCN 
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ſuch Divinity, neither have its Doors 
left any ſuch Volumns. 

Ir may be urged, -that ſeeing the Con- 
ſcience is bur a reflex a& of the Judg- 
ment, that as the Jadgment is an unſure 
ouide, the Conſcience cannot pretend to- 
be infallible ; and that the one, as well 
as the otber, is tutor'd by the fallacious 
principles of ſenſe and caſiom : And I my 
ſelf have ſeen my Land-lady , in France, 
as much troubled in Conſcience for gi- 
ving us fleſh to eat in Lent; as if ſhe had 
caſt out the fleſh of a Chriſtian to be de- 
voured by Dogs ; and fo Atheiſm may. 
attribute ro cuſtom , theſe inclinations 
whereby we are acted on to believe a 
Deity ; and may tell us, that the Mahu- 
merans find themſelves as much prickt in 
Conſcience, for tranſgrefling their Pro- 
phets Canons, as we for offending againſt 
4, (be moral Law. Andthus the adoring of 
ir 2 Deity might have at firſt been broodeg 
-{. Win the Council-chamber of a Stateſ-mans 
ot © bead,and yet might have been,ar chattime 
(by the vulgar , and thereafter by the 
co | viſelt pates, worſhipped with profound 
es, | r<lpetts : Yer, if we pry narrowly into 
no || ibis conceir, we ſhall find in it fomerhing 
ch | of 
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of inftin& previous to all forgeries poſit. 
ble. For, what was it (I pray you) which 
encouraged, or ſuggeſted to theſe Politi. 
cians,thar ſach a thing as the Deity mighy 
be difſembled to their people for their 
O_ that cheat, pre-ſuppoſed ſome 
pre-exiſting notion of it? Or, how en- 
tred that fancie firſt in their wild heads? 
Or, how could ſo many contemporary, 
yet far diſtant, Legiſlators, fall upon the 
ſame thoughts, eſpecially, it being fo re- 
mote from ſenſe ; and for , framing © 
which idea, their experience could never 
furniſh a pattern ? Conſcience then mu 
be ſomething elſe then the fumes of Me- 
lancholy, or, Capricio's of Fancy ; for 
elſe, roaring Gallants, who are little 
troubled, or can ealily conquer all other 
fancies , would not be ſo baunted by 
theſe pricking pangs ; which if they 
Were not infallibly divine, ; behooyel 
to be meerly ridicnlous, and to want all 
Eupport from reaſon or experience. 
There is another fyle of caſes of Con: 
ſcience, which is a Cadet of that ſame fa- 
mily ; and theſe are ſuch caſes as were 
the brood of theſe late times, which, 
like Infets and unclean creatures , may 
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be ſaid generari ex putri materia : an 1h- 
ſtance whereof , was that famous: Siſter, 
who ask*d if ſhe was oblig'd to execute 
her Cart for killing a Mouſe upon the 
Sabbath. This was a Theology, taught by 
old doting Wives, and ftudied by State- 
expeRants, who, ro gain applauſe, and in 
| hope ro monne Preferments Saddle, made 
| uſe of this gilded Stirrop. I ſhall not 1n- 
veigh againit this foppery, ſeeing it hattr 
not poſleſt mens conceit ſo long, as to 
have preſcribed the title of Divinity ; butz 
like a meteor, which, becauſe it is fixt to 
no Orb, and is but a maſs of inflamed ya- 
pours, doth therefore diſappear immedi- 
ately, how ſoon its ſubſtance flaſhes our ; 
and itsaſhes are now entomb'd in the fame 
clay with its brother twain , that pious 
Non ſenſe, wherin God Almighty was 
treated with in familiar and not inſupe- 
riour; FIN 
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Cuayr. VIII. 


Of the Scriptures, 


S God did light the Candle of a 
private Conſcience, in each pri- 

yate breaſt ; So hath He hung up the lamp 
of the Scriptures, in the body of His 
Church ; and theſe we may call che Con- 
ſcience of the Church , whileſt crium- 
phant. Which ſome , by the breath of 
their vanity, and ftorms of their paſſion, 
endeavour to blow out;whilſt others,make 
no other uſe of irs Light, then to ſhew 
them where to find a jeſt. And with- 
ih the arms of chis diviſion, lie folded, 
all che prophane race of mankind. As to 
theſe firſt ( who ſhould be firſt, becauſe 
they are Satan's firſt-born, and ſo de- 
ſexe a double portion of this reproof ) 
they contend, that the Scriptures are 
Writtentn a mean and low ſtile; are in 
ſome places too myſterious, 1n others t00 
obſcure ; contain many things incredi- 
ble, many repetitions, and many contra- 
ditions. Byt theſe miſcreants ſhould 
conlider, 
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conſider, that much of the Scriptures na- 
tive ſplendor is impaired by its Tranſla- 
rors) who fearing to fall within the verge 
of the curſe prononnced againſt ſuch as 
ſhould pair from, or adde to, any thing 
contained in that divine Book, were, and 
are williris, that their Tranſlationſhould 
want rather the luſtre, then meaning. of 
the Original. As alſo of all Tongues, I 
believe che Hebrew admits leaſt of a 
Tranſlation ; eſpecially into Northern 
Languages : for as theſe Narions differ 
leaſt in their expreſſions, who , becauſe 
of their commerce or contiguity , have 
the moſt frequent converſe : So doubt- 
leſs, the Jeps and we, by this Rule, 
ſhould in language hold the leaft corre- 
ſpondence. And becauſe thereis no pare 
fountain of this Tongue left, beſides the 
Bible, ir muſt be hard ro underſtand its 
expreffions, wherein the Tranſlators can 
find little or no help from che variety 
and collation of Authors. And ſeeing 
this Book was penn'd indifferently , 
for all Ages, Nations, and Sexes , it was 
fit thavirs ſtile ſhould have been conde- 
ſcending ; for:theſe who aretall, can pull 
the fruit which hangs low, whereas theſe 
F 2 who 
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who are low , cannot pull what pearches WW n 
high. Andic is very obſervable, that I i 
where the fruir is greateft and ripeſt, Ml þ« 


.bur ſpoke in the ſhrill ſmall voice. His dis 
vine Providencehath ſo order'd it , that 


fard of Eloquence nor flight of Logick, 


clay and ſpittle, .illnminate onr eyes , as 


the Goſpel. And ſuch is the ſtrength of 


. withizzzzes ſpecifick for our diſeaſe,and 


The Vertuoſo, 


there the branch whereon it hangs, bows il ef 
loweſt. When God appeared to Elijah, Ml d 
I Kin.19.there came firſt a terrible wind, 
thereafter a great earthquake, and then 
fire; and yet God was in none of theſe, 


our conviction cannot be aſcrib'd ro the 


but meerly to the truth of what is there- 
in repreſented : our Saviour , will with 


He did theſe of the other blind man in 


His divine Arme,that He can vanquiſh Sa- 
than, misbelief and ignorance with any 
weapon, And as wethink the Sun's cir- 
cumference bur little, becauſe it is (itua- 
ted fo far above us; So we conclude 
tteſe truths and excellencies bur mean, 
becauſe they areplac'd above our frail 
reach, and will blame the Scriptures, 
when the fault lurks in our ſelves; that 
great Phyiicianwill cureus, like anartiſft, 


not 
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not like a Charletan, with perfumed and 
gilded nothings. Ir is - not alwayes'the 
beſt merral , which carries the pleating< 
Wl eft i-preſſa; nor doth the painted' can- 
 dle cait the cleareſt light, There 'are 
WM many things in Scripture, which becauſe 
1M of our frailty , appear (likea ſtaff in the 
| waters) to'be crooked, albeir they be 

ſtraight, Why Abraham ſhould have 
 kill'd his fon /ſaac'; or the 1/raelites 
WH have borrowed and not reſtored the X- 
» M8 oyprian Ear-rings, ftaggers not my be- 

lief; ſor theſe belons'd to God, and 
1 neither to Abraham, nor the Egyptians: 
5 WH and ſo God mighr havergiven. order to a- 
1M ny He pleaſed to receive them : and 
t MW theſe who obey'd, were'no-more guilty 
l 


then ſuch are, who- by 'order [from 
the Maſter, receive what he did former- 
ly lend co others. And as to its repetitions, 
they differ, no doubr, from one another; 
albeit we (who think all things removed, 
though by a little diſtance from us , 
of one ſhape ) judge ill, in judging 
| otherwayes. And as anexcellent perſon 
hath well 'obſerved, God hath ap- 
pointed theſe reiterated -exprefſions, 
to be as 'ſo many witneſſes, to con- 
F 3 Vince 
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vince Hereticks and others, who ſhould 
call the meaning of any one place in 
ueſtion, or wreſt it by what precedes or 
ollowes it. EY 
. Astotheſeothers, in whom the wine 
of Gods conſolations, (by being winded 
inthe crackt veſſels of their heads) turns 
into the tart vinegar of prophane Sa- 
tyres, I condole rheir condition; for, 
that ſtomach muſt be very corrupr, 
wherein the belt of aliment putrifie 
moſt ; and probably , that indigeſted 
milk, being converted into excrementiti- 
oUus:bile and humours, may cait them in 
a feaver which ſhal never cool to all eter- 
nity. I pitty likewiſe theſe, who,out 
of an inadvertent ( and as they think, 
finlefs) humour, je with theſe divine 
truths ; like fooliſh children, who love 
rather to ſport with their meat then eat 
-1t. Thele,albeitthey intend not to pro- 
pore Scripture, yet, they vilifie it: And 
'e mayſay of the Bible as of taking of 
Gods name in qur mouths, which muſt 
not only, not be done upon delign, ro 
blaſpheme and diffame Him; but muſt not 
be taken but upon neceffity,, and , like 
the Shew-bread, muſt be uſed only 
when 
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when we are in ftraits. I have been too 
guilty of this laſt (in my ſelf ; and there- 
fore, leaſt I ſhould make no aronement, - 


Thave rather reſolved to appear before 


the world, in the duſt and ſackcloth of 
this lilly Diſcourſe, a Pennance, really, 
ro me very great. Lene 


When I conſider how various and innu- 
merable are the ations of men, and that 
in all theſe, they need particular in- 
truions from above the Poles, T ad- 
mire why there are ſo many paſſages in 
Scripture, from which our neceſſity may 
expect no affiſtance. And therefore leſt 
I ſhould think, that in Scripture there 1s 
any waſte of words, I am induced to be- 
lieve, that there run many hid allegories 
from Geneſis to Johns Revelations ; where- 
in the mitſtical ſenſe deſerves likewiſe the 
name of God's word : Might we not have 
admired why the Story of Hagar and her 


* baſtard is there voluminouſly deſcribed , 


and wharthe Church or private Devon 
was concerned therein) if Paul,Gal.q. 24. 
had not diſcovered the myſtery to us? 
By which things, another thing. is 
meant : For, theſe two morhers are the 
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two:Teſtaments,' the one which is «Agar, 
of mount Sinai,* which gendereth unto 
bondage, &c. I might here relate many 
excellent alluſions'to prove this:,, bur I 
ſhall fatisfie my ſelf with one which I did 
read in one Doftor Evervt .; who, preach- 
ins upon Joſhua, T5. 16. Then Caleb ſaid, 
he who ſmiteth Kirjath-ſepher and taketh 
it, even to him will I give Achſah mzy daugh- 
ter td wife. And Orthniel tock. tt, &c-. 
ſaith, that Caſeb ſignifies a good heart , 
Kirjath-ſepher the - City of the \ Letter , 


Achſah 'the Viſion; Othniel God's oppor- 


tunity,: And ſo - the myſtical tenſe 
runs, -a good heartfaith , :thar whoever 
willtake in (and -ſmite, as Moſes did the 
rock): the Letter of the word, ſhall have 
theyition which .lurks under ir diſco- 
veret-and givento'him. And Gods own 
time.is-the'only-mean for 'accompliſhing 
this;; :As alſo, it is moſt remarkable, thar 
that City; which was called. Kirjath-ſepher 
before it was taken..in, or, the city of 
the {etter, was, atterir was conquered , 
catled 'Debir, which ſignifies an Ora- 
ce; fo thar the! Word or Letter. is no 
Oracle; till it: be once, as it were, 
taken1nand overcome. Since'the read- 
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ing of which Sermon, I believe that 
one' may profit more by an Hebrew 
Lexicon,' then by a thouſand Engliſh 
Lectures. HS han: | 
_ Theſe who detra& from Scripture , 
by attributing the production of mira- 
cles, to natural cauſes, do not much dif- 
parape the power of God, but (though 
againſt their depraved intention ) cry ra- 
ther up his omnipotency : For certainly, 
ifcheſe miracles were produced by ſe- 
condary cauſes, then doubclefs, that 
produttive faculry was beſtowed upon 
them by the Almighty ; and if he can 
makethe creatures produce ſuch ſtrange 
effeQs, much more is he able to'effeu- 
ate them{himſelf; -as it is more' difficult , 
for a great Maſter, to form curious and 
admirable Charaters when he leads a 
ichollars hand, then when he writes 
them' with his own; * for, ſuch help 
may be called reſting aſſiſtance, I cag 
not likewiſe þur blame many of our 
Preachers, who rather break then open - 
holy Texts ; and rarher make new mea- 
nings , ſuiting with cheir-private deſigns, 
then tell the meaning *of rhe Spirit, 
Who would not "have laugh'd' to hear 
a Pres- 
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a Presbyterian obſerve, from the. firft 
chapter of Geneſis, firſt verſe, that whilſt 
Moſes relates what God made, he ſpeaks 
nothing of Biſhops ; by which i was C- 
vident' ( ſaid Don Qzixots Chaplain) 
that Biſhops were not of divine Inſtitution 
a conceit, as ridiculous as that of a Prieſt, 
who hearing aria ſpoken of for to lig- 
nifte Seas, did brag that he had fonnd th: 
Virgine Mary named in the old Telta- 
ment. AlbeitI chink preaching no part 
of divine Worſhip, hearing being jno a- 
doration; yet, loveI togo to Church, 
were it but to ſee a muſtirude mer toge- 
ther, to confeſs that there is a God: 
Bur, whenTI go to hear 1 care not whom, 
knowtng that Chriſt elected Fiſher-mern 
ro .preach down infidelity, when it 
wasinthe ruff of it's pride : and that 
Pax ( the moſt (i1gnal Trophee of our 
Chriſtian Faith ) was ſent for confir- 
mation,nor to Peter of James at Feruſalem, 

Bur to Ananias, one of the meanelt a- 

mongit che Diſciples. And ſeeing our Sal- 

vation, by preaching, is a miracle ; it is 

ſill fo much che greater, by how much 

weaker the inſtruments are. When the 

Pulpit was a mount Sinai, from 
| whicl 


» 
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which the Law was thundered, or a 
mount of Olives, whereon our Saviours 
plorious transformation was to be ſeen, 
then weSermons to be honoured ; but - 
 ſinceft 'Mbecdme a mount Cal»ar, where 
on our bleſſed Saviour fuffers daily, by 
ſcandalous railings, Sermons are become 
unſayoury for the moſt part. I hareto 
ſee that divine place made eirhge a Bar, 
whereat ſecular quarrels are,wirh*paſſion, 
pleaded; or a Stage, whereon revenge 
is, by Satyres, ſatisfied ; or, a Sch6ol- 
chair, from which nrintelligible queſti- 
ons are myſterionfly debated ; but ' a- 
monglt all theſe innoyarions , introdu- 
ded be our infant Divines, I hate none 
more then that of giving reaſons for 
proving the Doftrine, which being Scrip- 
cure it felf, can be proved by mithing 
that is more certain, As for inſtance, 
when the DoEtrine is, that God loved ws 
freely, how can this be proved rgpre 
convincingly than thus , zzy Text ſayes 
it? and that is idens per idem, a moſt 
unlogical kind of probation. When 
I then go to Church, I ſhonld love to 
ſpend any time in praiſes and prayers ; 
which as they are the only parts of adora- 
| tion, 
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tion, ſo are they the natural imploy- 
ments of the Church, either Militant or 


Triumphant : Yex, it diſpleaſes me to hear 
out young Pulpitires scritch ang 


| Ys like 
nearer 


Baal's Prieſts, as if God were: 
them then the viſible Heavens. 


* ; FG 


. CHAP. IX. 
Of the Moral Law. 


T honours much our imployment, that 
L God Almighty was the firit and great 
Law-giver ; and that our blefled Sayt- 
our ſtiles himſelf our Advocat. And it 
is an amazing wonder that. we are -tyed 
only by ten Laws ; whereof ſevenwere 
enatgd doubtleſs for our advantage. 
and reſpe& ; more  immediatly the. ſe- 
curity of the creature then'the honour 
of the Creator; and are ſuch reſtraints 
as fhen behoved to have laid upon one 
another, and which nature layes upon 


_ usall. And albeit I langh at the Jewiſh 


Cabala, which ſayes, that the moral 
Law was. written, two thouſand years be- 
fore Moſes,in black letterss at the back of 

| | a 
n 
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\ aclear burning fire z Yet, can I not ap- 
prove Tertullians wit, who .endeavours to 
find all theſe ren-in the prohibicion made 
tro Adam There are indeed ſome ſins 
which ſcarce a Woe. can bring 
within the verge of theſe Command- 
ments. As for inſtance, Drunkenneſs: 
Yet, theſe are ſuch as are ſo deſtructive 
ro our nature, that there needs-no Law 
be made againſt them, So that the Prieſt 
hit witily, to whom that fin being con- 
feſled , enjoyned as a Pennance, their 
being drunk a ſecond time ; which makes 
me conclude, that if Drunkenneſs were 
to be ranged under any of theſe Lays, 
it would fall moſt naturally under thart, 
Thou ſhalt not kill. Albeit the fourth 
Commandment ſeems to reſpe& only 
the honour of God, and that the crea- 
ture ſeems to be no wayes bettered by 
it: Yet, our more ſerious obſervation 
will diſcover, that all belabouring crgg- 
tures, as it were, expe an eaſe the ſe- 
venth day more then any pther. Whe- 
ther it be, that nature is by cuſtome 
framed to thar expeRarion, I cannot tell: 
Bur, we ſee that God choic'd that num- 
ber to be the year of Jubile among 

's 
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his own people, and that it is the period 
of all the ſeveral conliſtencies in our 
life, infancy, puberty, &'c. And for this 
reaſon Phylicians obſegye, thac rhe child 
born in che ſevench Moneth is ſtronger 
then that which'is born in the eighth ; be- 
cauſe in the feventh iris come ro a knot, 


by paſhns whereof, in the eighth it is in 


a ſtare of imperfe&ion : But, whar the 
myſtery of this holy Climaterick is , I 
referr till we come to that Sabbath of reſt, 
whereat we ordinarily arrive afrer ſeven 
times nine years hath ſnowed upon us, 
We may think, that if God had inten- 
ded, that one and the ſame day of che 
week ſhould have been appropriated 
eo have been a Sabbath, He had delis- 
ned each day by a ſpecial term, and 
had commanded, thar a day of ſuch a de- 
{ignation, ſhould have been ſequeſtrated 
for a Sabbath ; and that by deligning on- 
Iye-he ſeventh day He did leave a liber- 
ty to employ any day of the ſeventh for 
that uſe. Yet, it is remarkable, rthac 
Moſes nor the Jewiſh Church durſt not 
atrempr the change of cheir new-years 
day ; bur thar che Almighty was plea- 
ſed to beſtow a peculiar fan&tion o_ 
eat 
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that alteration : For, Exod. 12. 2, He 
commands, that the monerth wherein che 
Iſraelites came from Egypt, ſhould be, by 
chem, reputed the firſt moneth of their 
year. Wherefore, ſeeing each Nation 
chalks our a divers Sabbath, it would ap- 
pear that there is ſomething of humour 
'1n itas well as of Religion. The Yexe- 
r.ous Mahumeran chooſeth Friday, or, 
dies Veneris; The dull Jew dull Sataras 
day; The warlick Parthians Tuſeday, or, 
| Mars-day ; The cheery Europeans Szx- 
day. And albeit the Chriſtians are in- 
fluenced only by inſpiration ; yer, I am 
confident, that the heathens did follow 
chat for Religion, which ſuired beſt wich 
theirt natural remper. But this is a 
mediation which ſhould travel no- 
where beyond a mans private breaſt, 
left ir meet with enmity and beget ſcan- 
dal. | 

It would puzzle a heathen much to begr, 
tar he who Sreaks one of theſe Laws, 
's guilty of the breach of all : Bur, ir 
troubles not me, ſeeing all theſe» Laws 
are made to ſhew our -obedience, and 
the breach of any one of chem ſhewes 
our contempvof him who the auchor * 
all. 
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all. And it may be this was typitfted in 
Moſes's breaking both Tables with one 
paſſionate fling, after hecame down from 
the Mount - For, if this breaking of 
them had not been -pre-defigned for 


 ſomehidend, doubrleſs he had been re- 


proved for his negligence. . However, 
we may from this learn the deſperate 
nature of paſſion , which made doſes, 
who was the meekeſt man upon earth, 
break all che Laws of G25d in one aR, 
Ic might be alſo argued, that ſeeing all 
the Laws of the ſecond Table were e- 
nacted for, and reſpe& ultimately, the 
advantage of Man, that where man is not 
wronged,there che Law cannot be broke, 
And thus, if a married Man ſhould have 
liberty from his wife to take another wo- 
man , this could be no more reputed a- 
dultery, then it could be reputed theft 
totake what belongs to our neighbour, 
himſelf conſenting ; and that for this 
Giuſe, Jacobs begetting chg{dren with his 
wifes maids, is not in Scripture reproved 
as adultery, becauſe thay were given t0 
'him by her ſelf for that effec : bur ſeeing 
thepracice ofall the world condemns this 
concluſion, far be it from me to expreſs it 
- fuxrker 
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furtherzyer this is but a ſophiſm,for ſeeing 
our bodies are the Temples of the. Holy 
Ghoſt, we can no more beſtow them up- 
on ſuch uſes, then a Church-Warden can 


eive the uſe of the Church to Tayer- 
ners. 
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2G n4AP.:X. 
© Of the Judicial Law: 


Lbeit the Judicial Law (which may 
be juſtly called the judicious Law) 
1s commonly reputed ro be buc the muni- 
cipal Law of the 7ews ; yet ſeeing it was 
delivered-in almoſt one context with 
that Law which was thundred from mount 
$inas with ſo much pomp, and 18 1ngroſt 
in the Books of holy Truth, and. ſeems 
nearlier related to reaſon then any other 
Law, 1 admire why it ſhould not be reli- 
giouſly obſerved by all Nations : eſpeR. 
1 *lly ſeeing) as it is, the exaCteſt picture 
of Juſtice that eyer was drawn; ſo 1t hath 
this of a pi&ture in it, that it ſeems to look 
direly upon all who behold it, albeit 
they be placed: (amongſt themſelyes) in 
G diretly 


WM: 
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diretly oppolite ſituations and Rances. 
Thus chis Law ſuits even with contrary 
rempers, and the unequal complexions 
of all Nations. 1know that the Cere- 
monial Law is likewayes inſert amonpſt 
the other holy Canons, and yer binds 
not us who live under the juriſdiction of 
the Goſpel : But, the reaſon of this 
ſeems to be; becauſe theſe did immedi- 
arely concern the Jewiſh Church, and 
were converſant about theſe holy chings. 
And ſo, ſeeing the Old Teſtament 1s a 


_ deſcription of their Hierarchy , and of 


God's way of working in theſe times, I 
wonder not to ſee the Ceremonies amidli 
other ſacred Truths,-and yet nor obſerved, 
ſeeing they are exprefly abrogate.' Bur, if 
che judicial Law, which reſpeRed not the 
Hierarchy of that Church, was obligatory 
ovly whileſt the 7ewiſh State was in be- 


ing, I admire why the Spirit ot God 


cook ſo much pains, firſt co pen it, and 
riſsn to deliver it ſo Canon-like to poſte- 
rity. And fince it is a principle in Liw and 
reaſon, that Liws muſt ſtill Rand in vi- 
oor till they be expreſly abrogate , and 
muſt nor be deroguted from 'by Conſe- 
quences or preſumprions, 1 admire oy 

this 
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this Law, Which God hath eneryate by-no 
expreſs Text, ſhould be now look'd upon 
as Statutes no-Wiſe eA4-la-mode, 'It is 
true that our Saviour, When the woman, 
convicted of adultery, : was brought ro 
Him, did not, accordins to'that Law, 
pronounce the ſentence of death againſt 
her ; whence ſome think, that Church- 
ment, following their Maſters example, 
ſhould nor give their ſuftcages in criminal 
caſes, and have only ny aramartny, a 
bloodleſs Juriſdiaion; for, they are 
appointed ro be Nutſes , not Chyrur- 
oeons, Bur, it 1s as true, that our Sa- 
viour profeſſed in all the tra& of His life, 
that He came not to be a Judee in things 
temporal, and His defign in that* place 
was only to convince them of their own 
fins, and nor to abſolve her,''not to a- 
brogate the Law: and therefore He de- 
fired him who was freeſt from'fin, rocaſt 
the firft None at her. And whereas ic is 
conjectured, that theſe words which our 
Saviour Roop'd down to Wiite 1n the 
clay, immediately thereafrer was: an ab- 
rogation of that Law ; this isGeomancy 
more wilde then any leſion which is al- 
tedeed to haye bin read in the mylierious 
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80 The Virtuoſo. 
Lice of Heaven , and ſhould never be 
caught: but in a Rabbjes Cabalaſtick 
Gown. And whereas it is alledged that 
rhere are many precepts in that corpus 7- 
ris, Which reſpeRs only the humor of the 
7Zemr, I admire why that cap be urged; for 


certainly, thefr, murder, and theſe other 


crimes puniſhed there, are the ſame 
crimes Which reigns amongſt us; and ſo 


why not puniſhable after thac ſame man- 


ner? Neither are the humors of theſe 
Fews more different from ours , then was 
the gexizs of the Romans; and yet, few 
or no Nations refuſe to Caſt their modern 
Laws in that antique mould. And it is ve- 
ry probable, that as God did, in the mo- 
ral Law, teach man bow to be juſt in his 
own ations, ſo He would likewayes in- 
rut him by a judicial Law, how to ad- 
miniſtrate Juſtice to others. 

What can perpetuate a Law more then 
that the Authority whereby it is enaRted 
ffiould be obligatory in all ages, and the 
reaſon whereon it is founded ſhould be 
eternal? andin What Laws do theſe rwo 
qualities appear more, or ſo much, as is 
the judicial Laws of the Fews, where the 
eternal Law-giver was Legiſlator, and the 

occaſion, 
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occafion,produRtiye of them,feemed tatt- 
onal (and neceflary) to His infallible om- 
piſcience? and if in avy of theſe ſtarutes, 
our purblind Judgments cannot ſee a pre- 
ſent conveniency, we ſhould rarher 1m- 
pote that co our own ſimplicity , then 
chatee it as a gwilt upon His diyine Sta- 
totes; and are there not many munici- 
pal Laws in each Country, which haye 
po hedge about chem to keep them un- 
trampled upon by wanton and too curt- 
ous Wits? Bur, that excelleyr Maxime, 

Omninm que fererunt Majores neſiti» non 
eſt reddenda ratio, neque certa ſunt » incerta 
redderentur ; a reaſon muſt not be rendred 
for all thac our Anceſtors have enacted, 
left what is now cerrain, become then un. 
certain, Albeir a Law enaQed only by 
humane Authority, ſeem unreaſonable or. 
inconyenient ; yet, 1t retains its vieor till 


it be abrocate by the ſame , or a higher 


Authority, then thar whereby it was 6yt 
ſtaruted; and the Law ſayes , that »shil 
eſt tam naturale'quam unumguodque eodem 
modo difſolvi quo colligatum eſt.” And, ſee- 
Ing the moral and judicial Laws are twi- 


ſted fo trogerheſſnd are ofc incorporated 


In one ſtatute as Levie. 20. Io, Dent. 22+ 
FE h 'S 2 22. 
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22, where adultery is forbidden, and the 
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adulterer is to die the death: how can we 
think rhe one half of this Law obligatory 
for ever, and yet negle& it's other halh, 
wherein the puniſhmert is ſpecified, and 
which appears co have been the ſcope of 
the divine Law-giver? For, the world 
needed not fo much ro haye been ac- 
quainted, that adultery was afin, as that 
chat bn deſerved death ; and if we allow 
our capricious humor che liberty to reject 

whar we think inconvenient, we may at 
liſt arrive atthae picch of licent.ouſneſszas 
ro abrogate, by our praQtice » whatever 
choaks our preſent humor, 

There are many things much miltaken 
in that Law, which makes the diflonancy 
berwixt it and our Law, appear ſo much 
the greater. As for inſtance, it is. con- 
cluded , th:r by that Law, no thefc Was 
puniſhable by boar whereof this is: gt 
ven 2s a reaſon, becauſe there is. no: pro- 

Portion berwixt the 2Q0ds and. life; and 
that all chat. a man hath he will give fo! 
his life 3. whereas this argument ” would 
cove , that nq guilt bur murder ſhould 
(6s pupiſhed with yy ſo this dart 
rather flecs oyer chen hits the mark at 
' which 


Or Stoick. V3. | 


which tis level'd, And if this argu- 
ment .concluded., why ſhould: adultery 
have been puniſhed: wich death'by that 
Law, ſeeing there ſeems no proportion 
berwixc that guilt and death ? For, if vita 
& fama = \n Law equiparat,by that ſame 
Lawgpecunts eff alter ſangur. But) it there 
be no propotition berwixt goods and 
life, and it the puniſhment of chefr, 
when it's agorac'd to it's greateſt height, 
cannot, in their opinion, reach ſo far as 
co be capital : why was it, that by that 
Law noCturnal theeyes might have been 
killed by choſe who found them ? Exod. 
22.2, For, it appears againſt reaſon, that 
mote ſhould be permitted to a private and 
paſſionate patty, then to a dil-intereſted 


. Judge. And ir is clear by 2Sam. 12. 5, 
that theft was in ſome caſes capiral : For, 


there David vows , that ne who took 
his neighbours one. ſheep, and ſpared his 
own many , ſhould ſurely <ie; which 


being ſpoke by a juſt King. to an exel- 
| lent Propher, and not reproved, muſt not 


be'thoughr a flaſh of paſſion, but a well- 
foundeded ſentence. Were not likewayes 
rwo theeves crucified by the 7ews at the 


ſame time with our eyer glorious Saviour? 


G 4. which 
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which muſt not be thought a Rowsſs exe- 
cution , ſeeing the Law of the Romans 
allowed ino ſuch puniſhment for theft : 
I judge therefore; the reaſon why murder 
and adultery were puniſhed with death, 
rather than all thefts, ro have been,. be- 
cauſe thefe may berepaired by reſtituti- 
on, but murder and adultery cannor, And 
albeir the judicial Law commands refti- 
tution only in the theft of an ox or ſheep, 
(things of ſmall moment, and which may 
be fiollen co ſarisfie rather hunger chen 
luſt) yer, I ſee no limits ſer to Judges, 
commanding them not co inflict a capital 
puniſhment 1n extraordinary caſes: - For 
certainly,he who ſteals,may, for ought he 
himſelf knows,be about the committing 
.of murder;ſeeing to Real what ſhould ali- 
ment any poor one; is, ip effeR; the ſame 
thing as to murder bim.It is much contro- 
verted, if this Law prohibits ſeif-murder, 
and I think it doth: For,we are command- 


ed+o loye our neighbour as our ſelf; and 


ſo, {ince we are commanded not to kill 
our neighbour, that ſame Law muſt like- 
- wayes forbid our killing of our ſelves.But 
rhe reaſon probably, why no expreſs 
Text did forbid that fin, was, becauſe the 

= | Spirit 
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Or Stoick, 8 
Spirit of God knew that the natural ayer- 
fion we have apainſt death, would, -in 
this, do more then ſupply a Law; and 
that theſe who would be ſo deſperate 
as to neglect the one, would never: be ſo 
pious as to obey the other, Or elſe, God 
hath been unwilling, by making ſuch a 
Law, to intimate to the world, that ſuch 
a fin night be committed. Yer, it ſeems 
ſtrange, that many are in Scripture rela- 
ted, aS Sax/, and others, to have” killed 
themſelves,acainft whom no checkands 
regiltrared 1n holy Records. But, 1 op 
herezintending to beſtow a whole Tratat 
upon the judicial Law,a rask hitherto too 
much neglected. 

The ſecond mirroar, wherein God Al- 
mighty is to be ſeen, is that of His Crea- 
rures; and in that a Virtuoſo may con- 
template in His infinite power, as in che 
other he may ſee His admirable juſtice. Ic 
1s very obſeryable, that when God, or His 
Prophets, would prove His greatneſs, the 
Sun, Orion, and the Leviathan, are made 
uſe of as arguments. And when the Spirit 
of GodYeſcribes the j0imirable knowleds 
of Solomon, betowed upon him by God, as 
an extraordinary mark of His fayous, be 

{0 ſlayes 
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ſay@$noot, thar he underſtood the quirky 
of hiloſophy » or notions of Divinity, 
bur, ic is{aid, that he knew all from the 
Cedar of Lebanon to. the Hyſope tha 
orows up9n the wall. Andin earneſt, iti; 
ſtranges that when man comes into. the 
oallety of this World, he ſhould take ſuch 
pleaſure in gazing upon theſe il[-dram 
tiftions, which have only paſt the pencil 
of humane wit, and ſhould not fix his ad. 


miration upon theſe glorious creatures, 


which are the works of that great Ma- 
ſter; in framing whereof, God 15 con. 
rent to be (aid to have ſpent ſix days , to 
che end, char man might admire the ef. 
feRts of ſo much pains ; whereas Hig om: 


nipotency might, with one fiar,have ſum- 
moned them all to appear , apparell'd in 
theſe gorgeous dreſſes which now «a 
dorns them, And it is as lirange , that 


man» having that huge volumn of che 
Creation to revolve, wherein 1s ſuch an 
Kfinice number '6f curious tale. duces, to 
feaſt his eyes with curioſity , and to fur- 


niſh his ſoul with ſolid knowledge ; he 


ſhould norwichſtanding ſpend f<,-muct 
oyl and ſweat, in ſpinning out exs ration!) 


materia prima) potentia obedjentials » am 
ſuch 


ſuch like unincellisible traſh, which, like 
1:8 cob-webs, are bur envenomed duſt cur1- 
hl ouſly wroughre. And becauſe the Groſs of 
ul mankind was ſo groſs, ' as nat to under» 
i Rand Gogh greatneſs by the-abfiraRt 5dea's 
nll which inftin& preſented to him : There- 
col fore, , to teach that ſenſual croud , by 
will the crunch-maprie of ſenſe He bath be- 
ci Gowed upon them this mirrour , where- 
0. in they may ſee how infinite He is. in 
<8 power, who made Nothing ſo fruitful , as 
12-F co bud forth in this glorious crop of crea- 


nM tures, which now inhabits the ſurface of 
rol Heaven and Earth. 
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a Of CHMoeoyſters. 


the Admire that ſuch Philoſophers -a as 

| have had their faces waſh'd at the 
coll font, can allow of Monſters, and d&fine 
ur them to be the preter-intentional works 
hel of nacure,wherein nature-miſg'd of her de- 
ch fig2n,and was not able co effeRtuate what 
ol ſhe intended : : For,if zature and providence 
ndfl fienifie the ſame thing - in the DiRio- 
nary 
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$8 The Virtweſo) 
pary of Chriſtiavity, ic were blaſphemy 


to think, that Provideyce could not be 
able ro effectuate whar it once deſigned, 


All the creatures are indeed bur as clay 


in the hand of chis great Pot; but, it 
were impious to think, that His Art can 
be miſtaken in framing any-| Veſlel : 


-wherefore, Iam apter to believe; that all 


theſe creatures which the Schools term 
Moxſters , are rather the intentions; then 


errors of uature; and that as wature doth 
_ nothing without deſigne, ſo it doth no- 


thipg without ſucceſs, And thus I ra- 
ther admire nacure in theſe, for her cun- 
ning yatiety» then upbraid her with in- 
ſufficiency and weakneſs, Neither retm 
I an Hermophrodite, man or woman, ac- 
cording to the preyalency of that Sex 
which predomines in ic, no more then 1 
think that che Painter, when he hath deli- 
neated curiouſly an exa&t Mermaid, reſol- 


ved to draw either a woman or fiſh, and 
not one diltin& creature , piec'd up of 


both. And doubtleſs this error did ar firſt 
proceed from mans vanity; who con- 


cluded, that every frame which anſwered 


nor that ;dea, which reſides in him,was rhe 
effe&t of chance, and not of natupe; a5 if na- 
ture 


Or Stocks | 39 
tre had been obliced to leave in the 
bibliothick of his head, the Original of all 
ſuch Pieces as was to pals c's preſs, 

Seeing God, in His ſurvey of the Crea- 
tion, Calledall that He had made goed, be- 
cauſe they were uſefnl ,-I conclude, thar 
theſe are the beſt which are the moſt uſe- 
ful. And albeit I condemn prodigalicy 
of ignorance; in preferring a Diamond 
to a Capon or Sheep; yet, do I nor 
condemn ſuch of vanity , as ſhine with 
theſe ſparkling creatures : For, ſince God 
made nothing » Which He did not deſſti- 
nate for ſome uſe, and ſeeing molt of 
theſe ſerve for no uſe elſe, doubtleſs, the 
wearing of them is moſt allowable. Tet, 
can I not allow of theſe gaudy com- 
pounds , which men create to them- 
ſelves ;, as if ſomethivg had been fill 
wanting after the Creation was finiſhed ; 
wherein man could ſupply God, and Are 
Nature. The beftowing of a hundred 
pounds upon a Tulip, or a thouſand oc a 
Pifture, are not to me the meer rants of 
luxury ; bur are courſes pre-ordatned by 
the Almighty, for returning to poor Ar- 
tſans,that money,which oppreſlion did ar 
tſt moſt injuſtly ſcrew from their weary 
| hands, 
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hands. Ic 1s our ignorance of nature's my- 
ſeries which perſwades us.chat ſome, if 
not molt of rhe creatures,ſerve rather fot 
beaucifying the univerſe, rhen for ſupply- 


Ipg neceflity ; an error which experience 
daily contutes : So, thoſe herbs which of 


 oldcloathed only the uninhabired moun- 


tains, do now deſerve their own place in 
Apothecaries ſhops; Andirt is moſt ob- | 
ſervavle, that the Scurvy grows _no- : 
where but where the diſeaſe rages, which 
15 Cured by it; - Seeing God loved variety 
in the Creation, He cannot hate curio- 
fity in man, theſe two being corceſpon- 
dents ; and the one without the other 
would be bur as lowers to the blind, or 
mulick to the deaf./I laugh at the fruitleſs 
pilgrimages of ſuch as trayel ro Joppa or 
China, to ſatisfie their curiofity ; there 
being a Tredackins cloſet in each Tulip, 
and a Solomon's Court 1n each Lilly of 
the field. And ſeeing mens tempers are ſo 
v#ious, it was nv wonder that: the ctea- 
tures(which were made for his uſe)ſhould 
have been made p: oportional co his hu-. 
mor: Bur, ſeeing arc hath in many things 
copied Nature to thelife, Ithink not the 
S ymmetry nor yatiety to be ſeen _—_— 
the 


Or Staicks. gt 
the creatures ſuch an infallible argument 
for proving the being of a God, as is in- 
t;,tt,which all the artof men and Angels 
cannot counterfeit ; and herein 1s it that 
that grand Magician mutt acknowledge 
the finger of his Maker , ſeeipg here his 
own att fails, 
Theſe who expect;equal excellency in all 
the parts of this curious Fabrick, do not 
underſtand wherein its Symmecrie con- 
lifts, All che ſtrings of an Inſtrument ſound 
pot equally hioh; and yet they make up 
the harmony : : the fate of rhe earth looks 
in ſome places deform'd and patcht; and 
yet It is there the mother of rich mines 
(as if God intended to beftow a great por- 
tion where Hz beſtows an ill tace ). and 
whar we think deformities, were placed 
there as patches, and are no more ble- 
miſhes.cben the ſpots are to the leopards, 
| confeſs, thar ar-firſt ir puzled much 
my enquiry, for what end theſe Moun- 
tains: were made ſo near neighbours t> 
the eivided clouds : and I once imagin'd, 
that theſe were rather the effects of the 
flood, then creatures at .firſt intended : 
and were but the rubbiſh and mud 
waich theſe. imp2tuous Waters had heap'd 


vp 
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upina maſs: But, I was thereafter. dif- 
ſwaded from this conjecture , by the 8, 
Chap. Prov. where wiſdom, proving 1t's 
antiquity, ſays, that ir was with God be. 
fore the Heavens were prepared, and the 
Mountains ſetled;.by the ſcope of which 
Text, 1t 1s clear, that the Heavens, Hills, 
and the reſt of the Creation, are ſaid to 
bear one date. Ic is then more probable, 
rhat God foreſeeing chat the laſt of con- 
quelt would , like the Needle of . the 
Compaſs, look oft Noth ; as is evident by 
comparing all che Monarchies ( firſt the 
Aſſyrian , then Greciay, then Romans, 
noW German) did therefore bound ambi- 
tion, as-it were with high Hills, { alber 
ſince Ambition hath found a way to 
climbover them) as if He told them, 
that they ſhould march no further, Thus, 
it 48 very obſervable, that the northern 
parrs of. one Kingdom, are alwayes more 
barren then the Southern limits of che 
Eountrey which lies to the North of 1t, 
The North-of Exgland more mountain- 
ons and barren then the ſouth of Scotland) 
albeit ic lye nearer the Sun ; the South of 
England more pleaſant and fertile chen 
the North of Fraxce; and the South ot 
Frans 
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* Or Stoick, _— 
E-4ce then the north of '/taly; &c.. © 
We muſt likewayes contider, that na- 
WM core bruiſed its face ſo when fell in A- - 
dams; that it did then contradt many. of 
theſe blemiſhes which now deform it : 
and that as it waxes 01d; its native beauty 
isthe more deformed by fuffowed wrin- 
kles. We” cannot judge whiat it was 
in health ,*by ' irs , preſent diſtempered 
condition, wherein it groahs ind travel- 
Jeth in pain, as the Apoſtle tells 1s. And 
the differences ' betwixt theſe two ſtates 
may be known from this, that God, when 
He compleared the Creation, ſaw that 
all was pood ; whereas Solomon, having 
reviewed it in his time, ſaw all to be va- 
nity and vexation of ſpirit. Ne 


— te rn nn em en. 
Cnae, XII. - 


Of Man and his Creation. ( 


He third mirrour, wherein God is 
42 co beadmired, is an. This is that. 
noble creature which God was pleaſed ro. 
mould laſt of all others, not willing to. 
bring him home, till by che preceding 

H Creations 
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Creations He had pleniſhed his houſe a- 
bundantly' for him. And albeit in the 
' creation of all other creatures, it is only 
 faid,that God ſpoke and it was: Yet,when 
Man was to be framed, the cabinet Coun- 
cil of Heaven was called, and it is ſaid | let 
#4]as if more art had been to be ſhew- 
ed here, then in all the remanent Fa- | 
brick of the terraqueous Globe , and 
][ orious Circles of Heaven. It is like- 
wiſe very obſervable, that albeir all ehe 
fiſhes of the Sea were formed by one 
word, all the beaſts of the field by one 
att , &c. Yet, God was pleaſed to be- 
ſtow two upon the creation of fan; by 
the firſt, his body was created out of 
the duſt, and thereafter, was breathed in, 
his ſoul. And albeit tranſtent mention 
is only made of all other Creations ; yet 
the hiſtory of Mans Creation is twice 
repeated , once, Gey, I. 27. and apaln, 
2.7. And, leſt that foreſeen deformi- 
NF, wherewith he was to be beſmeared. 
afrer his fall, ſhould make itbe queſtio- 
ned, that at his firft creation he had re- 
ceived the izpreſſa of Gods Image,.this 1s 
oft repeated: For, in the 26. wv. Gen.I.it1s 
ſaid, Let ns make man in our image;and then 
Tok ND again, 
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again, 418 after our 109-6 fe And inthe 
27: verſe, So God created man in his own 


' i-vage; and again immediately chereaf- 


ter, in the image of God created he him, 
Yet, I am confident , that this image is 
ſo bedabled inthe mire of ſin, and fo ſhat- 


_ rred by irs firſt fall, and this divine. j*z- 


preſſa, and print , ſo'worn out, by our 
old and vicious habits, chat, if this: ge- 
nealogy had nor been ſo of inculcated, 
we could not but have called it inque-. 
{tion , albeit our vanity be ready enougly 
to believe a deſcent fo royal and ſuab- 
lime. Wherefore I muft again admire the. 
folly of Atheiſts, who , by denying a 
Deity , cloud their own noble birch- 
riphe; Rs. Ft | iT. 
Bur, albeic man be made afrer Gods 
Imape, yet, that can be no argument t9 
conclude , that cherefore God: may be 
made after mans image, or repreſented. 
under his figure; as the Anthropomor- 
phirs fooliſhly contend; no moxe, then, if 
we ſhould conclude, chat becauſe a'Copy 
may be taken of an Original,therefore an 
Original may betaken of a Copy. Nei- 
ther is this repreſentation ſaly'd from be- 
ingidojatry,by alledging chat the image is 
SE Hz _" 
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not worſhipped, but God, who is repre” 
ſented by ir : For, it hath been well ob” 
ſerved'by an ancient Father, that idola” 
try- in Scripture is called adultery: 
Afd' it is no g00d” excuſe for ah adul- 
rereſs, that ſhe did: lye with another be- 
cauſe" he - repreſented - her Husband to 
her ,'and reſembled - him as'-a' Coppy 
doth "its Original :-- Yer, ſeeing noting 
15 reomed 1n ourjjudgement and appre- 
benſion,but what firſt entred by the wick- 
et of ſenſe, it is alniofl impoſſible for 
man t6'conceive the idea of any thing but 
veſted with ſome ſhape, as each mans pri- 
vare refle&tions will abundantly convice 
' As the boundleſs Ocean keeps and 
ſhews'irs well drawn images , whilſt it 

ſands quiet, with a face poliſht like; 

chryſtal-cake; but -loſes them immed!- 
ately, how ſoon its proud waves begin. to 
{vel and enrage, to ſpit its froathy foam 

In" the. face of the angry Heavens 3 ſo, 

whilft a Stoical'indolency and Chrittian 

repoſe ſmooths our reſtleſs ſpirits;it is on- 

lyTthen, thathe ſoul of man can beſaid to 

rerain char slorions image of: God Al- 

mighty, with which ir was impreſſed 
C its 
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its created nativity  .But, when the waves 
of choler beginto roar, or the . winds of 
yanity to. blow, then-chat glorious image 
isno mare to be diſcerned in him,then the 
ſhadows and repreſentations of in-look- 
ing objeRs are to be ſeen and/diſcerned 
inthe diſquieting boſom of the troubled 
WAtErs. | | ited 
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CHna p. XIII. Sv 


. . Of the immurtality of the ſont. 


*T*He tings of a: naturab conſcience, 


J. which,according tq each- mans a&t- 
ings, create tohim either agues of fear,or 
paradiſes of joy, do by theſe ominating 
preſages, convince us of the immortality 
of. the ſoul - and ſeeing we ſee its pre- 
ditions, both in dreams, in damps of 
melancholy, and ſuch like enthuſiaſtick 
firs, followed by ſuitable events ; why 
may we notlikewayes beleive its predi&t- 
ons as to its own immortality, it being 
the prudence of a Virtuoſo to lay hold of 
every mean , which may allay the rage 
of his hereditary misfortunes? And to 

H 3 what 


UL The Virtuoſo, 

what end would the ſoul of man receive 
Tuch impreffions of fear and hope, if, by 
Fts mortality, it were notto be ſtated in 
a condition, wherein its fears and hopes 
were to have ſuteable rewards or puniſh- 
ments? Moreover, ſeeing God is juſt, 
He will puniſh and rewatd : and there- 
Fore, ſeeing he puniſhes and rewards not 
men according ro their merits, or deme- 
rits here, there muſt be doubeleſs a fu- 
ture ſtate wherein that isto be expeRed, 
Bur, that which convinces my private 
judginent-moſt of rhis truth, is, har the 


nobleft Souls, and the ſharpeſt-(ighted, 


do, of all: others, moſt defire the ſtate 
of ſeparation , and have the weakeſt at- 
taches to this life ; which muſt doubtleſs 
proceed from an aſſurance of immorte- 
lity, and that it hath, fromthe Piſ7ah of 
its contemplation, got a view of the ſpi- 
ritual Canaan : For, ſeeing the brutiſheſt 
of creatures abhbors- annihilation, as the 
Hoſt averſable il! in nature , doubtleſs 
the ſoul of man, which is the moſt divine 
of all creatures, would never appete 
. this ſeparation, if by it it were to be ex- 

rin and. to. be no more. And how ab; 

| : WED |; 
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ſurd were it to believe, that mans ſoul 


Honld be madeafrer Gods image , and 


yet'conclude'it. mortal, aquality repug- 


nant to any thing that is divine?' Ag al- 


- 


fo, how can the ſoul be oy to pe- 
riſk with the body , feeing thefe acci- 
dents which deſtroy the body ' cannot 
reach it? how can the hear of a fever 
burn, or rheumes drown ,, that which is 
not corporeal and cannot be touched? 
And, ſeeing mans leaſt peccadilio a- 
gainſt God Almighty,isagainſt onewho is 
infinit, were it not abſurd to think, that 
it could be proportionally puniſhed in 
the ſwift glaſs of mans ſhort life? then 
which, nothing is more finit, or ſooner ft- 
niſhed. RTE 

As theſoul is Gods Image, So its pro- 
ducts are the Images of His admirable 0- 
perations. Do not Mathematicians creat 
Eagles, Doves, and ſuch like autamatas ? 
And ſpring not flowers from the 'Chy- 
miſts glafles? And thus are, which®is 
mans off=-spring, doth ape nature,which 


is the workmanſhip of the Almighty ; 


and therefore, ſeeing the ſoul can with 
one thought graſp both the Poles, 
can dart out it's conceits as far as the 
H4 furtheſt 
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furthelt borders of the, Irpaginary, ſpaces, 
alt worlds any FG a diforder, 
all that "1540. rhis yi 


bf is;;already,, Al 
ted 3AGS: Ange: 9, ; it, tobe Ee 
COrporeat. oy mortal: "Far, if ig; LY 


corporgal and a mals. blood, its 
ings. wo e. lent and dull , neix 


ed, 45.956, th Fe Mr SS Pirie: Tt 


;them). if, che SE 
Orea ealgand) ew) ee arporeal,that 
Rt then.molt be: doube]eſs 


Fcarbne al, ſeeing ſmile generatur, a /rewi- 
liz and. 


Uflehh and blood could never 


prod uce ſuch ſpiricual Emanations,i,c,p1/ 


_ -As,tgdoul ts: 00S LMAnes ſaip chis 
it reſemb bles Him very much, that, we; can 
know nothing of its nature ; withous..ics 
ewn athitance't; likea, dark lanchorg,, or 
a {p39 is dilgovers every ching ron 64: 
GPA delf,... And, becauſe - ic: tefafes 
vs the light. of irs, candle, whileſt.,we 
are.in the queſt of irs myſteries ;,thze- 
for, it,.is;» chat our, xg-ſearches. of jics 
DneR are Scope in. the dark; and 
ſa 0! ixeimes yain, i 99 ridi Cilos. 'Avi- 

| cennay 


could og be ſo..gimble ang wing= 


_ Or Stoick, Tor 
:enndy Averrots,, and theremnant'of. that 
Arabian triþe, admiring its prodigiqus 
effes, wd-attribute onr ſpiritual mo» 
tions tO aſſiſting Ansels; as if ſuch admi- 
rable noriqns could not be fathered upon 
leſs ſublime.caulſes : which Cardan liker 
wayes thinks,'do offer their afſiftanceand 
light to. ſenſitive creatures, but that the 
churliſhneſle of their matter will not ſuf» 
fer them-toenterrainſuch pure ergdiati- 
ons. This difparages ſomnch humanity, 
making man only aftatue, that 1&; were 
zgainſt the ſouls intereſt to admit of, gny 
ſuch idea's t:.For, as itrends-more. $9 fe 
Artifts praiſe to cauſe hjs-products migve 
from hid and internal: ſprings; then {rem - 
extrinlick- cauſes; as we ſee in Watches 
and ſuch like. So it:is more for the ho+ 
nour of; that great Artif, and more hi» 
cable to the being and/narure of His ergy 
fures,..thas all its operations flow from; it 
ſelf., :then from aliſting bur exterioux 60x 
adjytqrs.2. which makes. me averſe fro 
Ariſtgh/es opinion. of the: motion ofthe 
ſpheres by: intelligences. - And/ /it were 
abſurd to.think, that men ſhould be blay 
med or praiſed for thoſe effeats which 
their aſſeflonr Angels could only be 


char= 
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charged with. The Platonicks alledged, 
that all ſouls exiſted before their incarce- 
eation in bodies;in which ſtate of pre-ex- 
iſtence, they weredoted with all theſe 
ſpititual endowments, which ſhall attend 
them'in the ſtate of ſeparation ; and that 
at their firſt allyance with bodies, thei 
native knowledge was clouded em!Fnun; 
apafoan, with the putting off knowledge for 
atime, till by areminiſcentia, their intel- 
leauals revived,as by a reſurre&ion. And 
Origen added, that theſe fouls were, ac- 
cordingto their eſcapes,commirred in the 
Kate of their primitive ſeparation,yoaked 
with better or worſe bodies; a ſhift ta- 
ken, in all probability, by him, to evite 
the apprehenſion of Gods being unjuſt, 
for infuſing innacent ſouls , in-bodie 
which would infe& them;and by drawing 
them into inevitable ſnares, at [aſt cons 
demn them; orar leaſt their infuſion was 
the impriſoning theſe who were nor guil- 
ty; a difficulcy which traits much, ſach 
as maintain that the ſoul is not ex tre- 
dace. What the hazard of this opini- 
on may be , my twilight is] not able to 
diſcover. 

c 
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Je may be, that the Stoicks miſtake in 
making the ſouls of men to be bur. par- 
cels, decerpt from that univerſal anims 
»#ndj (by which chey doubtleſs meant 
God Himſelf ) wag occalioned by a mi- 
ſtake of that Text, rhat God breathed in- 
to man's noſtrils , the breath of life : con- 
cluding , that as the breath is a part of 
the body which breathed it, So the 
foul behoved ro be a part of that divine 
eſſence; from which, by a fecond con- 
ſequence , they concluded, thatthe ſoul, 
being a part of thar divine being, could 
notſuffer , nor undergo any torments ; 
as is aflerted by Seneca, Epiſt, 29. Ci- 
cero, Tuſc.5. and defended by their ſucs 
ceſſors, thoſe primitive hereticks , the 
Gnofticks, Maniches and Priſcillianiſts, 
But this baſtard is not worth the folte- 
ring, being an opinion that God hath 
parts, and man real divinity,and is doubt- 
leſs a falſe and flartering reſtimony giv@h 
by the ſonlto it ſelf. For,ſeeing the ſoul 
is, by divige Oracles, told us to be made 
after God's Image, ic can be no more cal- 
led a part of God,then the piQture ſhould 
be reputed a part of the Painter. 

Ariſtotle 


errrAe%ua, a terme fixed to exerciſe the 


fer more amongſt themſelves, .then the 


nity of the ſoul is as appolit an emblem, 


who being askt,how he could apprehend 


I04 The Virtuoſo, 
Ariſtotle like the devil (who becauſe 


he knows not what to anſwer, . anſwers e- 
ver inengines) tells us', that Anima is 


empty brains of curious Pedants, and 
apter to beget,, then explicat difficulties, 
Neither believe 1 that his three ſouls, 
which he lodges in man, to wit, -the'ra- 
tional , ſenlitive and vegetative, do dif- 


will, underſtanding and fancy differ from 


the two laſt ; So that his arithmerick - 
might have beſtowed five ſouls upon.man 


as well as three : But ſeeing he, and ma- 


ny of his diſciples, believe theſe to be 


admire why they ſhould be ſo nice,as not 


_ tobelieve that pious myſtery of the holy 


a 
wes | t 
three,and yet theſe three to be but one] c 

t 


Trinity : whereof in my opinion, his tri- 
as was the conceit of a ſimple Clown, 


the three glorious perſons to be but one? 
did fold his garment inthree pleartes, and 
thereafrer drew out all three in- one. 

. As the herauldrie of our reaſon can- 
not blazen the ſouls impreſſa; So can it 
not help us to line-out its deſcent : ap 
LUC 
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ach would appear to be the excellency 
}f that noble creature, that heaven and 
-arth ſeem to contend , the which ſhall 
de the place of its nativity. Divines (who 
are obliged to to contend for heayen,be- 
cauſe they are its more immediate Pen(j- 
oners ) will hayeirto be created and in- 
fuſed:; whereas Philoſophers { ambiti- 
ous to have ſo noble a compatriot , and 
willing to-gratifle nature, which ali- 
ments their ſublime meditations ) con* 
tend, that.it 1s ex tradace, and 1s1n ge- 
neration, the bodies other twinne. And 
albeit it would appear from Scripcure , 
that God accompliſh'd the Creation the 
firſt ſeven dayes, and that nature did 
then paſs child-bearing : Yer, that, in 
my judgment, mufl be meant ofthe Cre- 
ation of whole ſpecies, and not of invida- 
als: And to preſs the ſouls not. traduti- 
on, 1 ſhall lend only one argument, 
not becauſe it is the beſt, but becauſe it 
is my. own. Weſee, that there whett 
the ſoul is confeſs'd ro be extradace, as 
in braites and vegetative creatures, that 
nature, at it were, witha pencil , copies 
the young from off the old, The young 
Lyons are ſtill as rapacious and roaring 
HS as 
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as were their Syres, from whoſe loyy 
they diſcended : and the Roſe being 
pous'd upby the ſalt nitre which make; 
it vegetative, ſpreads the ſame leaves, 
and appears wich the ſame bluſhes & 
paleneſs that beautified tits eye-pleaſiny 
predeceſſors. The reaſon of which con: 
tinual affimnlation, proceeds from the 
ſeeds having in irs boſome all chek 
qualities and ſhapes,which appear there: 
after in its larger -produfs , whereot 
they were but a »xappe or index. Where- 
as man reſembles never, atleaſt not oft, 
theſe who are called his parents: th 
vitious and tall father, having oft low; 
but vertuous children ; which ſhows, 
that che ſoul of man is not derived by ge- 
neration , and that the ſoul beſtowed 
upon the ſons body , is moſt different 
and afymyolick to that which lodged in 
the father. And this may be further cot 
firmed by that excellent paſſage , Prov. 
Yo. 27. where it is ſaid, that the wader- 
ſtanding of man ts the candle of the Lord. 
O:r. Soul is Gods Image, and none can 
draw that Image but Himſelf ; we are the 
Ramp of His divine nature,and ſo can on: 
ly be formed by Himſelf, who is the- glo- 
rious Seal, From 
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Fromthis divine principle, that jmans 
ſoul is made after Gods Image, I amal- 
moſt induced to believe , thar propheſie is 
no miraculous gift beſtowed upon the 
ſoul at extraordinary occaſions only but 
is a natural (though the higheſt ) per- 
fetion of our humane nature : For, if 
it be natural for the ſtamp , to have im- 
preſs d upon it allthe craits that dwell 
upon the face of the Seal,then it muſt 
be natural to the ſoul,, which is God's 
inepreſſa , to have a faculty of foreſeeing, 
ſince that is one of God's excellencies. 
Albeic I confeſs, that: that Seamp-is 
here infinitely be-dimm'd and worn off; 
as alſo, we know by experience, that 
men upon a death-bed,when the ſoul be- 
i £105 ( being derached by lickneſs from 
thebodies {layery) to att like it ſelf, 
do foreſee and foretell many remote and 
improbable events : and for the ſame rea- 
ſon Ido think predictions, by dreams , 
not to be extraordinary revelations, bat 
4, || rather che produQs natural of a ratio- 
nal ſovl. And if ſagacious men can be ſo 
ke || Tharp-ſighred in chis ſtare of glimme- 
ring, as to foreſee many events which 


tall our, why may we nor ſay, that man, 
if 


The Virtuoſo , 

.it he were rehablilicate in the former Rate 
of pure nature, might, without any' ex- 
traordinary afſiitance , foreſee and pro. 
phelie? For, rhere is nor ſuch a diſtance 
betwixt that: foreſight and prophelie, as 
is betwixt the two ſtates of innocehcy and 
cdrruption,..according to the received 
notions which men have ſerled to them- 

; ſelves of chat primitive ſtate of inno- 

 CEACy. SOS Tm 

. From the fame principle, -may it like- 

 wayes be deduced;, thar natural reaſon 

cannot but be an excellent mean , for 

- knowing, :as far.as.is poſſible,the glorious 

Nature of God Almighty: He hath doubt: 

lefs lighted this candle, that we might, by 
ity ſee Himſelf ;. and how:can we betrer 

-know'the Sealzthen by! looking upon its 

_ impreſſion. And if Religion and its myſte- 

ryes,cannot be comprehended by reaſon, 
I-confeſs it 1s a. pretty jeſt; -to hear ſuch 
frequent reaſonings amongſt Churcl:- 

2en) inmatrers of Religion, And albe- 

- 1t faith and reaſon be look'd upon as Faco 
and Eſauzwhereot the younger only hath 

-the blefling, and are, by Divines , pla- 

 ced attherwo oppolite points of the Di- 

_ ameter ; yetupon a ſuperficial inquiry, 

ic 


Or Stock. Tog 
it would appear by the Laws ofhis-Coun- 
try that faith is but ſublimared reaſon, 
calcined by that divine Chymical fire of 
Baptiſme ; and that the ſoul of man hath 
lurking 1n it, all theſe verenes and fa- 
culties which we call Theol ogical ; ſach 
as faith, hope and repentance : for elſe 
David would not. have prayed, Inlighten 
Loyd, my eyes, that 1 may ſee the wonders 
of thy Law; but rather , Lord; beffow 
new eyes upon me, Neither could the 0- 
pening of Lydias heart , have been ſuf- 
ficient for her converſion, if theſe pre- 
exiſting qualities had not been treaſur'd 
up there formerly : So that it would ap- 
pear, that theſe holy flames lurk under 
the aſhes of corruption,until God, by the 
breath of His Spirit (and that wind which 
bloweth where it liſteth) ſweep them off: 
And that God, having once made man 
perfe& in the firſt Creation, doth not 
in his regeneration ſuper-add any new 
faculty (for elſe the ſoul had not at firſt 


been perfe&) bur only removes all ob- 


fruſtiog impediments. 


i CHAP: 
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Cu aAP. XIV. 
Of Faith and: reaſon. 


am alwayes aſhamed, when' I hear 
I reaſon called the ſtepmother of faich, 
and proclaimed rebel againtt God: Al- 
mighry:; and ſuch declared traitors , as 
dare harbour it, or appear inits defence. 
Theſe are ſuch fools as they who break 
their Proſpe&s, becauſe they bring not 
home to their (ight rhe remoteſt objeQts ; 
and areas injuſt as Jacob had been, if he 
had divorced from Leah , becauſe ſhe 
was tender-eyed.: whereas, we ſhould 
not put out the eyes of our underſtan- 
ding, but ſhould beg from God the eye- 
falve of His Spirit for their illumination. 
Nor ſhould we daſh the Proſpe& of our 
reaſoa, againſt the rocky walls of dif- 
ſhair ; bur ſhould rather waſh its glaſſes 
with the tears of unfeigned repen- 

rance. 
Ever (ince faithand reaſon have been, 
by Divines, ſer by rhe ears, the brurtiſh 
mulrirnde 
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multitude conclude, theſe who are moſt 
reaſonable ro be leaſt religions ; and 
the greateſt ſpirits ro be the leaſt ſpiri- 
rual : a conceit moſt inconſiſtent with 
that divine parable , wherein thoſe who 
received the many talents, improved them 
to the beſt advantage, whilſt he who 
had bur one, laid it upin a napkin. And 
it is moſt improbable , thar God would 
chooſe low ſhrubs, and not tall Cedars; 
tor the building of his glorious Tem- 
ple, And it is remarkable, that God, 
in the old Law, refufed to accept the 
% firſt born of an afle in ſacrifice, but not 

© Wof any other creature. And ſome, who 
were content to be called Atheiſts, pro- 
ding they were thonght Wits, did 
take adyantage in this of the Rables ig- 


YC” Wnorance , and authorized by their de- 
att iliſh invention, what was ar firſt bur 


a miſtake: and rhisunridles to us that 
” Wiyftery, why the greateſt Wirs are moſ? 
afles Irequently the greateit Atheiſts. 
Waen I conlider, how the Angels ,who 
ave no bodies, {inned before man ; aud 
7 tar brutes, who ate all body, fin not at 
art®”” Þ'l, but follow che pure di&ares of nature; 
irnde T2 I 
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I am induced to believe, that the body 
is rather injuſtly blamed for being, then 
that really it is, the occalionof (in; and 
probably, the witty ſoul hath in this cun- 
ningly laid over upon its fellow , that 
wherewith it ſelf is only to be charged. 
What influence can fleſh or blood have 
upon that which immaterial? no more 
ſure then the caſe hath upon the Watch, 
or the Heavens upon its. burgeſling 
Angels? And ſee we not, that when the 
ſoul hath bid the body adieu, it remains 
a carcaſs, fit nor able for nothing? I be- 
lieve, that the body being a clog to it, 
may ſlow it purſute after obje&s , and 
that it may _occalion , indire&ly , ſome 
ſins of omiſhon : For, we ſee palpa- 
bly, that eating and drinking. dulls our 
deyotions ;- but, I cannever underſtand, 
how ſuch dumb Orators , as fleſh and 
blood, can perſwade. the ſoul ro com- 
kit the leaſt fin. And: thus, albeit 
our Saviour ſayes, tliat flſþ and. blood 
did not teach Peter to give him his tr: 
Epithets; neicher indeed could it : Yet, 
our Saviour imputes _ not any actual fin 
to. theſe pithleſs - cauſes. And ſeeing 
* Our 


P” Yo _80_ Jo  — oa. CRIT 


Or Stocks 173 
our firſt lin hath occaſioned all our af* 
ter-(inning, certainly , that which oc- 
calioned our firſt (in was the main ſource. 
of {inning ,- and this was doubtleſs the 
ſoul; for, our firſt {in being-an immo- 
derate delire of knowledge, was the ef- 
fe& and product of our ſpirit, becauſe 
it was a ſpiritual ſin ; whereas if it had 
been gluttony , luſt or ſuch like, which 
ſeems corporeai, the body had been 
.more to have been blamed for it. And 
in this conteſt, I am of opinion, that the 
ſoul wins the canſe, becauſe it is the beſt 
Orator. 


has G u A P, | XV. 
Of the fall of « Angels, and what 


their fin was, 


Hat was the occaſion of the firſt 
ſ- ill,is much debated(and moſt de? 
ſervedly) amongſt Moraliſts ; for, that 
which was good could not produce that ' 
which was evil,ſeeing that which works 
miſchief cannot be called good. 'Nor can 
I 3 We 
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we aſcribe the efficiency of the firft evil 
to evil : forthen the queſtion recurres , 
what was the cauſe of that evil? 'And 
by this, the ſuppoſition is likewiſe de- 
ſtroyed, whereby the evil enquired 
afrer, is ſuppoſed to be the firſt evil: 
bar, if we enquire , what could De 
duce in the Angels that firſt (in , where 
by they forfeited their glory ?. we will 
find this diſquilition moſt mytterious, 
And it 1s commonly beleived , but by 
what revelation Tknow not, that their 
pride cauſed their fall ; and that they 
catcht their brwſe in climbing ; in de- 
firing ro be equal to their Creator, they 
are become inferior to all their fel- 
low Creatures. Yer, this ſeems to me 
moſt ſtrange , that theſe excellent ſpi- 
rits whoſe very ſubſtance. was .lighe , 
and who furpaſſed 'far,man, in capa- 
city and underſtanding, ſhould have (0 
erred asto imagine, that equality faflabls, 
afancy which the fondeit of men cduld 
not- haye entertained, And it were” im- 
probable to ſay, that their error conld 
have ſprouted at firſt from their under- 
ſtanding ; and to. think it ro have been 
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ſo groſs, as that fallen man doth now ad- 
mire it : but, why may we not rather 
think, that their firft error was rather a 
crookedneſs in their will, then a blind- 
neſs in their judgment, and that they 
fretted to ſee Man, whom they knew to 
be inferiourro themſelves by many ftages, 
re W made Lord of all that pleaſant Creation, 
Hg which they gazed on with a ftareing 
maze. Andriar this opinion is more pro- 
dy Wl bable, appears, becauſe rhis Sin was rhe 
er far more bairins, ſeeing it appeared 
ey with all the charmes, wherewith either 
le-W pride, vanity or avarice could busk it; 
and explicats berter to us the occalion 
of all rhat enmiry wich which that Ser- 
pent hath alwayes (ince perſued ſilly man. 
Bur, whither God will fave juſt as ma- 
ny believers as there are fell of the An- 
gels, none can determine ; neither can 
it be rationally deduced from that Scrip- 
rare, Statwuit termivos gentium, juxta ny- 
merum Angelorum ' Dei. But, if it pleaſe 
Godſo to order it, it will doubtleſs ag- 
Srage their puniſhment, by rackling 
their diſdain, 
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And ſeeing the Angels have never 

obtained a remiſtion for this crime, ir 
Theſm of the An» 1S probable, that the cor- 
Party rw, by reſpondent of their ſin 
OT is,'in us, the ſin- againſt 
the holy Ghoſt, 
For, If their /apſe . had been pardon. 
able, ſome one or other of them had in 
all probability eſcaped.; but, if this 
was not that unpardonable lin, I ſcarce ſee 
where i it. ſhall be found. For, to ſay that 
is 1s a hating of Good, as God, is to 
make ir_unpraCicable rather chen un- 
pardonable : For, all creatures appetre 
naturally what is good, and God, as 
Ged, is good ;So that itis impoſſible rhat 
He .can be hated under that reduplica- 
tion. | 

"Ir may be likewiſe conjeftured, that 
voluntary. and deliberate facriledge is 
the lin again{t the holy Ghoſt ; becauſe 
Ananias and Saphira, in with- bolding 
fem the Church, a part of the price 
for which they old the: r lands, are, by 
Peter, faid to have lyed, not to man, but 
to the holy Ghoſt, and his wife is 
there fa'd to have rempred the Spirit : 

bur 
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but ; ſeeing both of them reſolved to 
continueinthe Church ( a reſolution in- 
conſiſtent with the fin. againſt che holy 
Ghoſt) And ſeeing; many lins are more 
hainous , I cannot interpret this lying to 
the holy Ghoſt to be any thing: eiſe but 
a linagainſt light, in which moſt pe- 
nitents have been involved ; albeit, I 
confeſs ,\ this was a groſs eſcape, ſeeing 
itrob'd of God of His omniſciency , and 
ſuppoſed that He was not privy to ſuch 
humane aRings as have not the Sun for 
a witneſs. I do then conclude, that the 
lin againſt the holy Ghoſt may rather be 
areſolute undervaluing of God, and a 
ſcornins to receive a pardon from Him : 
and this is that which makes the Angels 
fall irrecoverable , and like the flaming 
ſword , defends them from their re-en- 
try into that Paradiſe ſrom which they 
exile. And albeit to ſay, that-the 
Angels. rebellion flows from God's des 
nying them repentance, may ſuit abung 
dantly well with His unſtainable juſtice; 
yet, it is hard to -reconcile 1t with 
bis mercy. And this makes my 
private judgment place the . unpar- 
| donable- 
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donableneſs of this (in, not in God's De. 
cree,but in their obduration and rebel. 
lions impenitency : And the reaſon why 
theſe who commit this ſin are never 
pardoned, is,becauſe a pardon ts never 
fought. That place: of Scripture, where- 
in Eſaz is ſaid to have ſought the bleſ- 
fins with tears.and notro have found it, 
aftoniſhes me: Yet, I believe, rhat it 
his tears had ſtreamed from a ſenſe 
his guilt more then of his puniſhment, 
doubtleſs he had not wept in vain ; and 
in that he tear'd , he was no more to be 
pytied, far leſs pardoned, then a Ma- 
lefattor , who upon the ſcaffold grant 
ſome few rears to the importunity of 


bis cortures, but ſcornes to acknowledy 


ee guilt ofhis crime ; for, pain by cone 
tratting onr bodies, ftrains out that liquid 
matter , which thereafter globs it ſelf in 
tears ; there could come no holy wa 
ter from the pagan fonr of Eſay's eyes; 
and if his remorſe could have pierc'd 
his own heart, it had ealily pierc'd 
Heaven. Whilſt others admire, I bleſs 
God, that Hejhath cloſed upthe know- 
ledge of that unpardonable lin ph 
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ſer his own privy Seal: for, ſeeins Sa- 
han rempts me to {in with the hopes of 
an afrer pardon , this bait is puJl'd ' off 


is hook, by the fear I ftand under, 
hat the fin to which I am tempted , is 
haz ſin wh'cu can expect no pardon. 
\nd albeir it be cuſtomary amongſt men 
0 beacon'and ſet a mark upon ſuch 


ſhelves and rocks as deſtroy paſſengers; 
yet , 
merce is allowed and ſayling neceflary ; 
But, feeing all (in is forbidden, God 


that is only done where com- 


ras not obliged to gnard us with the 

; that lin, no further then 
by protiibiting us notto (in, bur to ſtand 
in awe. ” 
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Of Mans fall. 


T: Hat firſt ſin whereby our firſt Pa- 
© rents forfeited their primitive jex- 
cellencies was ſo pitiful a frailty, that I 
think weſhould rather lament, then en- 
qQuire afterirt, To think that an pple 
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had in it the ſeeds of all knowledge , or 
that it could aſſimilate himto his Crea- 
tor, and could, in an inſtant, . ſubli- 
mate his nature,, was a frailty to be ad- 
mired in one of his piety and know- 
ledge. Yet,] admire not that the breach 
of ſo mean a Precept was puniſh d with 
ſuch appearing rigor , becauſe, the ea- 
ſier the command was, the contempt was 
Sogornon'y, the greater ; and the 

rſ crimes are by Legiſlators, puniſhed, 
not only for guile, but for example : Bur 
I. rather admire, what could perſwade 
the facile world to believe, that Adan 
was created , not only innocent, but e- 
yen ſtored with all humane knowledge ; 
For, beſides that, we have no war- 
rane-from- Scripture for -this-atledgi 
ance, this hisealie eſcape Pics, 4 
otherwayes. ' © 

And albeit the Scripture tells us, 
that man was created perfe&t: yet, 
that inferres not that man was furai- 
ſhed with all humane knowledge : 
For , his' perfe&tion conſiſted in his 
adoring of, and depending. upon 
God, wherein we ſee rhoſe are exateſt, 

whoſe 
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whoſe: judgments are.ſeaſt peſtered with 
terreſtrial knowledge, and lealt divert- 
ed with unneceſſary ſpeculations,' And 
chus it appears, that theſe Sciences, af- 
cer which his poſterity pants, were not 
intended as noble appanages of that rati- 
onal ſoul, but are rather toyiſh babies 
buskt up by faln man, whereby ' he di- 
verts himſelf from refle&ing too nar- 
rowly upon his native frailry. And thus 
Scripture tells us, that God made man 
perfelt , but that he ſought out to Himſelf 
many inventions ; where perfteaion and 
invention ſeem to be ſtated / as enemies ; 
and it is palpable that theſe Sciences, 
which are by us lawrel'd and rewarded, 
are ſuch * as were inconſiſtent with that 
ſtate of innocency , ſuch as Law, Theo- 
logy and Phylick. And as for the reſt, 
it is abſur*d ro think, that e Adams hap- 
pineſs did conſiſt in the knowledge of 
theſe things which we our ſelves account 
either impertinent or ſnaperfluous. But, 
that which convinces me moſt of this, 
is, that we forſeired nothing by e Adams 
fall, which Chriſt's death reftores not 
tous; Wherefore, ſecins Chriſt W 


«bvih 


. tranſpoſition of letters , lignifie like- 


122 The Virimoſe , 
his own , or his Apoſtles promiſes, hath 
not afſured us of any - ſub-lunary. or £Y'Y"" 
ſchool knowledge ; nor hath our expe- N<: 
rience taught us, that Sciences ate en. (Y*"* 
railed uponthe Saints. TI almoſt believe, ſha 
that Adam neicher poſlelt theſe before, ſ'P* 
nor yer loſt them by his fall. Neither =<*! 
think I St. Paul! the more imperfe&; |"* 
that he delired tro know nothing but lt 
Chriſt and him crucified : So thar the ge 
difference betwixt Adam and his ſacceſ- M'? 


ſors, Rood more in the ſraightneſs of {M*" 


his affe&ions, then in the depth: of his 
knowledge. For, albeit itbe believed 
that che names whereby he baprized 
che creature, were full hiſtories of their 
natures written in ſhort hand ; -yex, this 
1s bur a conjecture authorized . by no 
holy Text. It is a more civill error in 
the Jewiſh Talmudiſts, rochink char all 
the creatures were brought to Adam, to 
let him ſee chat there were none amongſt 
mem fitto be his companion, - nor none 
ſo beautiful as Eve, then it is in their 
Cavaliits to obſerve, that the Hebrew 
word, lignifyins zan, doth, by a 
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wayes, benediftion ; and the: word {igny- 
tying woman makes up maleditticny, If 
we ſhould rake a charafer of Adam's 
knowledge from the Scriptures, we 
ſhall finde 'more imprudence charged 
upon him then upon any of his  Suc- 
ceſſors :. For, albeit the ſilly woman 
was not deceived without the help of ſub- 
tilry , yer Adam (inned upon a bare ſug- 
geſtion, and rhereafrer was ſolimple, as 
to hide himſelf when God called himeo 
anaccount, as ifathicket of trees could 
have ſconced him from his all-ſee- 
ins Maker ; and when he was accuſed, 
was ſo imple, as to think his wives com- 
mands ſufhcient ro exoner him, and fo 
abſurd , as to make God Himſelf ſharer 
with. him in his guilt, the woman whos 

thou gaveſt me, KC. | 
There is more charm in acquiring new 
knowledge, that in refleting upon 
what we have already gain'd, ( as if the 
ſpecies of known objeRs did corrupr, by 
being , treaſur'd up , in our brains.) 
And this induces me to believe, that our 
(cantneſs of native knowledge, is rather 
a happineſs hen a puniſhment; the Citi- 
Zens 
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zens of London or Paris are not ſo tick- 
led by the ſight of theſe ſtately Cities, 
as ſtrangers who were not born within 
their walls 3 and I may fay to ſuch as 
by ſpelling the Starres delire to read the 
fortunes of others , as our Saviour faid 
to Peter , when he was deſirous to knoy 
the horoſcope of the beloved Apoltle, 
What is that to thee? What can 1t ad: 
vantage us to know the correſpondence 
kept amongſt the Planets, and to un- 
derſtand the whole Anatomy of nature 
Skeleton ; in gazins upon whole parts, 
we are ofttimes as ridiculous as chil- 
dren, who love to leaf over taliducePi- 
Qares? forin both variety is all the u- 
ſury that can be expeed, as the return 
ofour time and pains; and if we pry 
inly into this ſmall maſs of our preſert 
knowledge, we ſhall find, that our 
knowledge is one of the fertileft foun- 
.fains of our miſery : For, do not ſuch as 
know that they are lick, groan more hes- 
vily thena Country Clown, who appre 
| hends nothins till extremity create 1n 
him ſome ſenſe ? And doubtleſs the rea- 
fon why children and ideors endure ! 
more: 
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more, and drunken men eſcape mo dan- 
oers then others, is, becauſe albeic they 
cannot provide ſuch apt remedies, yet, 
they are leſs acquainted with what they 
feel then -we are. Are not theſe whe 
underſtand that they are affronted, more, 
yex'd then ſuch as are 1gnorant of theſe 


misfortunes? And theſe who foreſee 
the Changes and revolutions, which are 


to befall either their friends or their 
Countries , are thereby more ſadly diſ- 
eaſed, then he who ſees no further then 
his noſe. Our Saviour wept when He 
did foreſee, that one ſtorie of Feruſalens 
ſhould nor be lefr npon another; and 
when Hazael askt Eliſpa why he wept, 
he cold him, it was becauſe he did fore= 
ſee what miſchief Hazael was to do 10 
Iſrael, Let us nor then * complain of 
the laſs of eAdaw's knowledge, but of 
his innocency ; we know enough to ſave 
us, and what 1s more then that, 15 ſuper- 
fluous. - 
eAdam Cannot be thought to have 
beers the firſt finner, for Eve ſinned be- 
fore him ; So that albeit it ſeem a Pa- 
radox, yet it is moſt probable, chat al- 
'K beie 
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beit Adam had for ever abſtained from 
eating 'the forbidden frait, his poſteri- 
ty - had-been {till as miſerable as now 
they are; ſeeing the gult of either of 
the Parents had been ſufficient to daſh the 
trnocence of the children, For, as the 
Scripture tells us, Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean? And David, 
in that Text, which of all others ſpeaks 
moſt expreſlly of original (in , layes rhe 
pare upon her, and confeſfeth only, that 
is mother had conceived him in (in. 
As Adam was not the firſt (inner , fo 


the eating of the. apple may be juſtly 


thought not to be the firſt lin ; Eve ha- 
ving, before his eating the apple, repea- 
led moſt falſely the Command. For, 
whereas God did affure them, that in that 
day they did eat .the fruit they ſhowld 
ſurely dye: Eve relates it thiis, Ye ſhall 
not cat the frait leſt ye dye, repreſenting 
only that as a contingent which'was moſt 
certain: and whereas God had only ſaid, 
ye (hall not eat of the fruit of the tree, Ev: 
ſayes, God ſaid, ye (hall not teuchit 5 which 
it may be furniſhed the ſerpent this 
argumert to cheat her, Ye ſee- God 

» hat! 
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hath deceived-you; for the fruit may 
be 'rovched without danger, why may 
it not be eaten without hazzard ? and 
itis probable, that he hath failed inthe 
one as well asin the other. But toab- 
{tra& from this, it cannot be.ſaid, that 


the eating of the forbidden fruit was the 


firit (in ; for, before Adam did eat rthere- 
of, he behoved both to believe the Ser- 
pepr and miſ-believe his Maker, and thus 
miſ-belief | was the firſt ſin: For after 
he had credited the Serpents report, he 
was no longer innocent, and fo he did 
not eat the apple till after his fall. What 
wifer-are theſe Divines , who debate, 
whither Adams fMling-(ickneſs and (in 
had become herediggry, if our predeceſ- 
ſors had come our of his loins before 
he fanned, then thoſe who combated for 
tie largelt ſhare of the» King of Spains 
gold, it ir had been to-be-divided? _ 
In the Almighties procedure againſt 
poor Adam for this crime, His infitite 
mercy appears to admiration ; and God 
foreleeing, tat man might tharpen the 
ax of juſtice roo much .upon che whet- 
K 2 __  ftone 


128 The Virtwoſo , 


Kone. vf- private revenge, ſeems to have, 
in--chis proceſs, formed ro him z an ex- 
at model. of Inquilition. For, He ar- 
raiens and cries Adam, Adam, where 
#rt thox ?'He ſhews him his dittay, Haſt 
thor eat of the fruit Whereof I commanad- 
ed thee that thow ſvouldeſt wot eat ? He 
allows him exculpation , Who told thee ? 
and inorder thereto, did examine the 
woman) upon Whom Adam did transfer 
che gvilt. And albeic nothing could 
eſcape His omniſciency, and thac He did 
Tee Adam eat the Apple, yet; toteach 
Judges that they ſhould walk according 
ro What 1s proved, and nor according to 
what they are themſelyes conſcious to,He 
did not condemn him till firſt he ſhould 
have a confeſſion from his own mouth. 
And thus, Geyx. 18. 21, the Lord ſayes, 
Becauſe the cry of Sodom 75 great ---- 1 
will go down and ſee whether they havs 
done altogether according to the cry of it) 
&e. And in the laſt place, albeir che 
fatal cecree did bear, 1s that day that thou 
eateſt thererf, thou ſhalt ſarely die; yet, were 
his dayes prolonged nine hundred and 
thirty years after che in was committed. 

Ic 


d 
d 
1 
5 
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Or Stoick. I 29 
Tt is too curious a diſquiſition to en- 
quire how God canbe ſaid to be merci. 
ful, mercy being the mitigation of ju- 
ftice, of which His pure nature cannot 
be capable, ſeeing whateyer He wills is 
Juſt : Nd ſo He cannot be thought in 
any thing which He wills,to recede from 
Juſtice, and ſo can no more properly be 
ſaid to be merciful , then one A can 
be both the Law and the mitigation of 
the Law. Bur I will preſs no point of this 
nature, knowing that humble modeſty is 
"_w_ beſt Theology. | 


ol, — 


Crapr. XVIL. 
Of the File of Genelis, 


— 


He Vatican of Paganiſm cannot, for 

the maleneſs 6f it's tile, match 

that matchleſs Book of Geneſis, where- - 
of each ſentence ſeems a quarry of rich 
medirations, and each word a ſpell, ſuffi- 
cient to conjure the Devil of Delphos. 
Might nor that exce[lent expreſſion, Let 
5 make man aſter our image , Convince 
K 3 any 
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any of the being of a Trinicy, who de- 
ny plurality of Godg? It is wonderful; 


that the Saturn-humoured Jew can, in 


in this paſſage,miſ-take his own Saviour 3 
and it is ſtrange that he ſhould not, from 
the triangular architecture of his own 
heart, conclude the Trinity of the God- 
head, whoſe tenple it was appointed to. 
be. AlbeitI be an admirer of this nurſe 
of Cabaliſm; yet, I approve not the con- 
ceit of theſe doting Rabbies, who reach 
that God from His own mouth , dited 


both the words and matter of the Pen- 


tateuch ; whereas, He farniſhed only to 
the other Prophets the matter and ſub- 
ject unphraſed : for, not only did God 
promiſe, that he ſhould pur His words 
In their mouths, bur likewayes, they pre- 
face thus their owa prophelies, In the 
dayes of fach a King, the Word of the 
Lord came to ſuch a' Prophet, ſaying,@c. 
Neither is this conceit conlifteat with 
that high efteem, which they, ( even 
in this) intend for their patron, Moſes ; 
ſeeing it allows him leſs trutt from' his 
divine Maſter, then the orher Pen* 
men of Scripture” had repoſed inthem. 
7 DEE Wa CHAP. 
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CHAP XNVAIII: 
Why Man fell 


; hs brain hath too little pia mater, 
that is too curious, to know, why 
God, who evidences ſo . greata deſizeto 
fave poor man, and isſo powerfull,zs that 
his ſalvation needed never have run the 
hazzard, if His infinit wiſdome had fo de- 
cree*d, did yet ſuffer him to: fall ;;For, 
if we enter once the lift of. thar debate, 
our reaſon is took weak to bear tier bur- 
den of ſo great a difficulty. And albeit 
it may be anſwered, char God: might 
have reſtrained man, but that reſtraine. 
diid not ſtand with the freedom of mans, 
will which God had beitowed' upon . 
him;yer,this anſwer ſtops notthe mouth of » 
the difficulty. For certainly, if one ſhould. 
detain a mad man from running oyer a 
precipice,he could nor be chereby. ſaid. to 
have wronged his liberty-:and ſeeing man. 
is by many Divines allawed a freedom of 
will, albeit. he muſt;of necellity do what - 
NOS os K 4 "-."Is 


3s evil, and that his freedom is ſaly'd by : 


liberty to chooſe only one of moe evils, 
it would appear firange why. his liberty 


might not have conſitted well enough I 2/ 
with a moral. impoſſibility of finning ſl m 
and might not have been abundantly con. P, 


ſerved in his freedom to chooſe one of ll (4 
moe goods : yet,theſe reaſonings are the fo 
calling God to an account, and ſo impi-if {} 
ous. For, if God had firſt created mani © 
ſurrounded with our preſent infirmities, ll n 
could we have complained? Why then ill , 
ſhonld we now complain, ſeeing we are 
but faln to a better eſtate then we de- 
ſerved; ſeeing we fumbled not for want 
of light, but becauſe we extinguiſh'd our 
ownlight; and ſeeing our Saviours dying 
for us may yet re-inliate vs in a happier 
eftate then that from which we are now 
falr? | 
'-Alheit rhe glaſs of my years hath nor 

yet riitn'd five and twenty, yet the curi- 
ofity Ihave to know the different /imbo's 
of departed ſonls, and to view the card 
of the region of death, would vive me 
abundance of courage to encounter this 
King of tertors; thoveh I were a Pagan : 
E IE _ But) 


Or Stick. x33 
|| But, when I conſider what joys are pre- 
| pared for them who fear the Almighty; 
' and what crazineſs attends ſuch as ſleep in 
1 Methsſalems Cradle, I pity them who 
| make /oxg-life one of the ofteſt repeated 
- MW Petitions of their Pater-xofter ; and yer 
i theſe ſure are the more adyanc'd in 
<Ml folly, who deiire to have theit names en- 
- fbrin'd after death in the airy monument 
oi of fame : Whereas it is one of the pro- 
miles made co the Elect, That they ſhall 
reſt from their labours, and their works ſhall 
follow them, Moſt mens mouths are ſo 
foul, that ir is a puniſhment ro be much 
in them : for my own part, I deſire the 
ſame good offices from my good name 
thatT do from my cloaths, which 1s to 
Skreen me from the yiolence of exteriour | 
accidents. 

As theſe Criminals might be judg'd 
© diſtracted, who being condemned to 
l- Edie, would ſpend their ſhort repriyal 

mn difputing about the ſirnation and fa- 
brick of their gibbers; So may I juſtly 
© think theſe /iterati mad, who ſpend the 

ſhort time allotted them for Repen- 
* Nene; in debating about the feat as 
an 
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and. the torments of tortur'd ſpirits. To 
ſatisfie my curiolity, I was once reſoly'd, 


with the Platonick,to take the promiſe of \ 


ſome dying friend, thathe ſhould return 
and. ſatisfie me in all my private doubes 
concerning hell and heaven ; yet I was 
juſtly afraid, that he might have recurnd 
me the ſame anſwer which Abraham 're. 


turn'd to Dives, Have they not Moſes and 


the Prophets ? if they hear not themwhere- 
fore will they be perſwaded though one ſhould 
riſe from the dead. 


OR 


CHAP, XIX. 
eA Refutation of the Millenarians. 


He Millenar s Ephimerides , which 
':& aſſure us, that Chriſt ſhall reign a 
thouſand years with the Saints on earth, 
is as ſenſual an opinion as that of the Turk: 
who make heaven a brothel,wherein we 
ſhallſatisfhie our Venereous appetites; for 
the one ſhewsthe vain glory and vindi- 
Aive humour ofthe Saints, as palpably 


as the other ſhews the luſt of the Ma- 
; | homerans 


__ Or Stoick, 135 

humetans. If Chriſts reigning ſo many 
ears be for convincing the: world that 
he is the real Meſſiah, their herelie 
hould have ante-dared his coming ; and 
his reign ſhould rather have begun long 
ſince , when many ages were to be con- 
rerted » or at leaſt ir ſhould not have 
been thruſt out upon the ſalvege and bor- 
ter of time, when very few ſhall remain 
tobe convinc'd : and if in this they in- 
tend a diſplaying of Chriſts glory , cer- 
ainly chey are miſtaken ; for what ho- 
nour can it be fora King, to have his 
foot-ſtool made his Throne? So that I 
think» theſe poor Phanaticks have ta- 
ken the patronage of this error rather 
by neceſſity then choice , 'all other opi- 
nions and conceits being formerly pre- 

engaged to other Authors. | 


The Virtmoſo, 


— 


CHA Þ; AA 


The Aathor s Cenſure of this Gil 7 » anda 
account of his Deſign. 


S I am not able, by the ace)! 
ladder of my merits to ſcale Hei 
ven,ſo am I leſs able, by the Facob 's-ſtaf 
of my private abilicy, to take up the true 
altitude of irs myſteries, 1 have travell! 
no further in Theology then a Sabbatt 
days journey ; and thereforezic were arto 
;Lance in me to offer a map of it to thi 
credulous world : But, if I were wor 
thy to be conſulted in theſe ſpiritual ſecy 
rities, I ſhould adviſe every private Chrl 
ſtlap,rather to ſtay till inthe barge of the 
Church with the other Diſciples, hen 
an ill bridled zeal, to hazard drowning 
lone with Peter, by offering to walk upo! 
the unſtable ſurface of his own fleerini 
and warer-weak fancies, though with : 
pious reſolution to meet ovr Saviour, For 
albeir one may be a teal Chriſtian, and yeQ"" 

differ from tke Church , which aye [cle 

| os 


Or Stoick. 137 
that the Wiſe men whe came to bow be- 
fore our Saytours Cradle-throne, were 
three Kings, and 1n ſuch other opinions 
25 theſe , wherein the fundamentals of 
faich and quiet of the Church are no ways 
concerned; yet certainly, he were no wiſe 
man himſelf » nor yer ſound Chriſtian , _ 
who would not eyen 1D theſe bow the 


flag of his private opinion to the com- 
mands of the Church. The Church is 


Mour Mother, and therefore we ſhould wed 


po Opinion Without her conſent who 1s 


}Mour Parenc ; of 1f we haye raſhly wedded 


ny, it is in the power of the Church 
nd her Officials to oranpt vs a diyorce, 
As for my ſelf,my vanity neyer prompted 
ne to be Randard-bearer to apy , either 
ew Set, or old Herefie ; and I piry ſuch 


Ys love ro live like Pew-keepers in the 


Houſe of God, bulied in ſeating others, 
vichourt ever providing a room for them- 
ſelves, If there be any thing 3n this 


nMÞiſcourſe which may offend ſuch as are 
Frcally pious, ic ſhall much grieve me, 


es 


na 


Who above all men honour them moſt, 

What I have ſpoken againſt caſes of Con- 

cience and the like, firikes not againſt- 
thei 


138 The Virtwſos 
their Chriſtian fellowſhip and corre. 
ſpondence , bur againſt the apiſh foppe. 
ries of pretending counterfeits. Ir ſhall 
alwayes be my endeavour for the future, 
rather to drop tears for my own ' ſins and 
the (ins of others, then yrk for their con- 
ver{ion : onr prayers help ſuch as never 
heard them, whereas theſe only who 
read our diſcourſes are better'd by chem, 

Acirahams prayers prevailed more with 
God (even for Sodom) then Lot's reite- 
rated Sermons ; and no wonder thar thi 
ſucceſs be unequal, ſeeing in the one ue 
have to do with a merciful God, where 
as inthe other we muſt perſwade a hard: 
hearred people. * | 

I intend not to purchaſe from poſte- 
rity the title of Reformer, ſeeing moſt of 
theſe have faln under the ſame guilt; an 
have had the ſame fate , with that cur 
ous Painter, who having drawn an exce! 
lent face, as happily as could have bee 
expeted from the ſmootheſt mirrour 

did rhereafrer daſh ir afreſh upon tlic 
ſugoeftion of each incrant, - till ar laſt he 
reformed it from being any way like tC 
che Origtnal; 


Divinitt 
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Or Stoick, 139 
Dyvinity differs in this from all other 
Sciences, thar theſe being invented by 
mortals, receive growth from time and 
experience; whereas, it being penn'd by 
the omniſcient Spirit of God, can receive 
no addition without receiving prejudice, 
It is moſt remarkable , that our Saviours 
Prayers, His Sermons and the Creedzde- 
\liveredto us by his Apoſtles, were roo- 
med up in farr narrower bounds then 
theſe of our times, which an hydropſie of 
11l concoRted opinions hath ſwell'd be- 
yondtheir true dimenſions:many where- 
of have either been brooded by vanity 
or intereſt ; or elſe ignorant and violent 
defendents being brought to a bay, by 
ſuch as impugn'd their reſoly'd-upon 
principles , have been forc'd to aflert ' 
theſe by-blow and preter-intentional te- 
nets; and having once floored them, 
have thereafter judg'd themſelves con- 
cerned to defend them , in point of 
Scholaſtick honour. Some well-mea- 
ning Chrittians likewayes, do ſometimes, 
for maintenance of what is lawfnll and 
pious, think, that they may lawfully ad- 
vance opinions, which otherwayes they 
would 
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would never have allowed of ; and as 
in nature we ſee, that the collifion of 
two hard bodies makes them rebound 
ſo much che further from one another; 
So oppoſition makes both parties fly in. 
ro extremities, Thns I believe, that the 
debate berwixt Reman-Catholicks and 
Proteſtants, concerning the Virgin Mary, 
have occalion'd in ſome among(t both, 
expreſſions, if not: heretical, yer art lealt 
undecent. Thus a great many Confeſſi- 
ons of Fazth become, like Noob's Ark rc- 


ceptacleof clean and unclean : and which 


Is alſo deplorable, they do, like ordinary 
Dyals,ſerve only for uſe in that one meti- 
dian for which they are calculated, and 
by riding twenty miles ye make them he- 
. terodox. 1 ſpeak not this to rhe diſpa- 
ragement of our own Chutch, ( which 1 
reverence 1n all its Pcecepts and Prar 
ices) bur to beger a bluſhing conviRion 
in ſuch as have diverted from it;and whoſe 
Conventicles, compared with our Ferrſa- 
lem, reſemble only the removed huts of 
thoſe who live apart, becauſe they ate 
ſick of the Plague, 


I am 


PP Mc; 


Or Sfoick. 24t 


I am not at a maze, to ſee men ſo tena- 
cious of contrary principles in Religion; 
if for > man's thoughts being vaſt and va- 
© rious, he ſnatches at every offered ſug- 
Nl geſtion, and if by accident he entertain 
I any of theſe many, as a divine immiſſion , 
Il he thereafter thinks it were blaſphemy 
> to bring that thought tothe teſt of reaſon, 

becauſe ke hears that faith is above rea- 
ſon 3 or to relinquiſh it, becauſe the 
© common ſuffrage of his. Country runs it 
- El counter,feeing he is raughr even by them, 
0 that the principles of belief muſt not be 
7 choſen by the Pole. 

And ſeeing faith is abovereaſm(albe- 
it, as1I ſaid formerly, it would ſeem 0- 
therwiſe ) I wonder not to ſee even the 
beſt temper'd Chriſtians, rhink that 
which 1s not their own religion to be 
therefore ridiculons. | 

My delign all alongſt this Diſcourſe , 
butts at this one principle ; that Specu- 
lations in Relsgion are not ſo neceſſary, and 
of ©.are more dangerous then ſincere prattice, Tt 
:e = Sin Religion as in Herauldry , the (itn- 

pler the bearing be, it is ſo much the pus | 
rerand the ancienter. I will not ſay that 
m | our School-diftintions are the impre(- 


EL tions 


ſions of the devils cloven foot ; but I may 
ſay, thar our piety and principles ſcarce 
ever ;grow afrer they begin to fork in 
ſach dichotomies. ; which, like Facob ahd 
Eſau , divide and jar asſoon as they are 
born , and betwixt whom, the poor pro- 
' polition, out of which both did ſpring, 
is like. a malefaQor', ' moſt lamentab 
drag*d to pieces. I have endeayoured to 
demonſtrate, that dogmaticalnefs and pa- 
ralyrick ſcepriciſme, are but the Apr 
erypha of true Religion ; and' I- believe 
the one begets the other , as a toad be- 
getsa cockatrice : Forthe Sceptick per- 
ceivings thatthe magiſterial Dogmaciſt 
erres {as theſe muſt erre ſomewhere 
who bh roo much )even in theſe things 
 wher@®the aSrms, hes as ſure as of 
any . principle in Religion, ( which is 
their ordinary ile )- hefinding or cheir 
error inone of their principles, is there» 
by. emboldned -to- contravert all. This 
being the ſcope, ofchis Effay, I wiſhrhat 


theſe who read it would expound it as' 


Divines dq parables, Que ron ſunt argu- 
mentativa ultra ſunns [copums. 


CHAP. 


[ 
. 
| 


NL ORE COLSTER FH 
Cn av. XXI. 
' The «Authors eApology. 


Doubt uot but ſome will think me no 
I leſs abſurd tu writing apainſt vanity, 
whilftI am fo vain my ſelf as to write 
Books, then the Philoſophers were judg- 
ed of old, for denying motion whilſt their 
tongues moy'd 1n their cheeks ; but, to 
theſe my anſwer fhall be, that findings ma- 
ny groveling 1n their errors, I have,in this 
Eflay, profter'd them my afſiſtance , not 
toſhew my ſtrength bur my compaſſion, The 
multitude (which albeit ir hath ever been 
allowed many heads,yer was-never allow- 
ed any brains) will doubtleſs accuſe-my 
Studies of adultery, for hugging con- 
templations fo excentrick tomy employ*- 
ment; to theſe my return is, that theſe 
papers are but the pairings of my other 
Studies, and becauſe they were but pat- 
rings, I have flung them our 1ntoy the 
ſtreets. I wrote them 1n my rettrements 
when I wanted both books and employ- 
ment, and I reſolve that this ſhall be the 
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laſt inroad 7 ſhall ever make into forreign 
contemplarions. There are ſome thoughts 
in this piece which may ſeem to rebell a- 
Sainſt the empire of the Schools; yet, 
who knows but my Watch goes right, al- 
beir it agree not with the publick Clock 
of the City, eſpecially where the fun of 
Righreouſneſs hath nor, by pointing 
clearly the dyal of Faich, ſhewed which 
of the two are intheerror > There are 
ſome expreſſions in it, which cenſure may 
force to ſpeak orherwayes then they have 
in commiſſion;yet none of them gar room 
in this Diſcourſe, untill chey firſt gavean 
account of their deſign to a moſt pious 
and learned Divine : and ſo, it may be 
the kineSare of themſelves ftreight,albe- 
it they lye not paralled with each cen- 
ſurers crooked rule. As this Diſcourſe 
intends, for the Divines of our Church, 
all reſpe&; ſoall that is in ity is moſt free- 
ly ſubmitced to their cenſure. 


T he Author intended this Diſcourſe only as 
an intreduttion to the Stoicks Morals , 
but probably, he will, for many years, 
ſtop here. Eg 

ot EE 


POSTCRIPT. 


Y the Laws of this Country p. 52: 
B and elſewhere, the Author means 
that Religion which is ſetled by Law. 

In other Expreſſions the Author re- 
commends himſelfro the gloſs of the rea- 
ders charity. 


Cnay. 

I. Of Atheiſme 

II. Of Saperſtition 

LIT. of the Worlds Creation 
IV. Of Eternity 

V. Of Providence 

VI, Of Theology 


VIII. Of the Scriptures 
IX. Of the Moral Law 
X, Of the Tndicial Law 


XI. Of Monſters 


VII. Of the ftrifineſs of Churches 


eardance prcrares | 
_ The Contents of the Chapters, 


Pas. 


I. 


I7. 


2T. 


C 
XI 
XI 


XI 


The Contents. 
CHAP. Pag. 


X1I, Of wan and his Creation 93, 
XIII, Of the Immortalityof the Soul 97. 


| XIV. Of Faith and Reaſon IIo, 
XV. Of the fall of _ and what their 
ſin was I14., 
XVI. Of Mans fall II9, 
XVII. Of the ſtile of Genefss T29, 
XVIII. Why man fell "2 31, 


XIX. A refstation of the Millenaries 133. 
XX. The Authors cen{are of this Efſay,and 


an Account of his deſign 136. 


XXI, The Axthors Apology 43. 


FINIS. 
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